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INTRODUCTION


How to read this edition. This is an enhanced reading edition of When You Don’t Know What to Do, designed for deeper engagement on your phone or tablet.

Hear what’s possible. This edition can include short audio introductions in the author’s own voice at the start of every chapter. Tap play below to hear what that sounds like in practice, then listen for the samples at the top of the Introduction and Chapter One.


Your reader does not support embedded audio.

Tap the underlined words. Names, places, theological terms, and Bible references throughout the book are styled with a subtle dotted underline. Try Jehoshaphat right now to see a popup biography of his name. The same works for Bible references like 2 Chronicles 20:3-4 and for theological terms like manifest presence.

Discussion questions are appended to each chapter, built for small groups, family devotions, or personal reflection.




Sample of how this introduction could open in the author’s voice. Still in Johnny Long’s voice for this demo, as described in the front-of-book audio.


Your reader does not support embedded audio.



I WAS RAISED in Northwest Arkansas. Many people have no sense of where Arkansas is, much less what it is like. My wife, a Florida native, once confessed that she just knew it was “in the middle” of the country. Those who move here quickly realize that it is a beautiful part of our nation, filled with people who have teeth and even wear shoes! Let the Arkansas stereotypes fade away.

My upbringing in this context was filled with loving parents, a healthy local church, and a simple life absent of any major trials. I would spend Sundays at church, weekdays at school, Friday nights on the football field, and Saturdays at the University of Arkansas watching the Razorbacks play. There was no sense of any real uncertainty in my life. Things were good. Life was easy.

I became a Christian during my sixth-grade year of elementary school. I remember sitting in church one Sunday morning when a visiting preacher came and shared the same gospel message I had heard a million times before. Jesus Christ had come down from Heaven to earth, lived a perfect life, and died on the cross for my sins.

Hearing it this time, however, was different. As I sat on the second row of the balcony with some friends, I was gripped by the convicting power of the Holy Spirit. The preacher extended a chance to pray to receive Christ, and I responded right there in my seat and my life was changed.

Over the next few years, a lot of things began to change in my life. Through the influence of a few key people, my spiritual growth kicked into high gear during my freshman and sophomore years of high school.

At the time, my dream was to become the next Lee Corso on the Saturday morning show College Gameday. I can remember telling people I wanted to go to college and major in “analysm” – which was not a word nor was it a major – so that I could be a sports analyst. (I didn’t know it was called journalism.)

During that time, something strange started to happen. I began to experience a strange sense of God altering my life plans. I felt like God might be calling me to the ministry.

As a pastor’s kid, you are always asked if you are “going to be a preacher like your daddy.” I distinctly remember answering people’s inquiry with a resounding “no.”

I didn’t have bad feelings about being a pastor, but it just wasn’t even a consideration at the time. But then I got saved, started growing, and before I knew it, God was drawing my heart toward ministry. At sixteen, I surrendered my life to a call to preach the gospel.

As I began to consider options for college, I visited Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia. What Mecca is to the Muslims, what the Vatican is to Catholics, so is Liberty University for young, on-fire Christians who want to make a difference with their lives. After my visit, I was sold. I never visited or applied anywhere else. I graduated high school and along with a few friends, made the one-thousand-mile journey east.

My parents came along to drop me off and help me set up my dorm room. A few days later my dad flew home to go back to work, while my mom stayed a little longer to finish setting everything up.

I will never forget the night before she was going to leave when it hit me that I would officially be on my own. I completely broke down in her hotel room. This was not just my eyes welling up with tears. It was more like a bawling toddler.

Here I was, an eighteen-year-old man, crying my eyes out, completely overwhelmed at the thought of her leaving. The breakdown was so bad that she asked me, “Well, do you want to come home?”

It was the first time I ever remember not knowing what to do at such a deep level. It was also the first time I can tangibly remember being desperate for God to move in my life.

I had no idea what to do.

Have you ever been there? The deep ache of desperation. The brain fog. The emotional fatigue. Everything within you, and within me at that time, desires to run.

By the grace of God, I decided to stay at school. It’s an understated principle in the Christian life – sometimes you just have to stay and give space for God to move. We too easily decide to run. Decide to quit. Decide to give up. Sometimes the best thing we can do is stay.

Thankfully, I stayed.

So did the desperation for God. Not because I was a Godly guy, but more so, I was just struggling intensely. I mean I really struggled.

What I could not verbalize at the time was that I was facing a crippling battle with anxiety.

If you’ve never dealt with this kind of anxiety, it might be hard to understand what I’m saying. I’m not talking about worry. I’m talking about debilitating, heart-pounding, life-altering anxiety. The kind of anxiety that makes you want to run. That makes you want to isolate. That makes you feel like you can’t breathe and that you need to throw up all at the same time. I’m talking about that kind of anxiety.

I had dealt with this some during high school, although I didn’t fully understand what I was dealing with. The mental health conversations related to anxiety were not present like they are today.

One day I was sitting in a psychology class when my professor started describing something called a “panic attack.” I sat there, with my jaw to the floor, light bulbs going off like a strobe light in my heart and mind.

This is what I had been facing. This described my life.

I finally have definition to the dark place where my anxiety would lead me. I still didn’t know what to do.

What followed over the next few years was a back-and-forth journey of deep valleys of desperation. As I begged God to move in my life, I found something completely unexpected in the middle of my misery. There was a tenderness to desperation.

I would wake up before my roommates, click on the small desk lamp, and read the Bible in our crowded dorm room. It was during this time that the Word of God became a balm to my soul, the only thing that could bring peace amid my angst.

What I wanted was for God to take the anxiety away. I wanted the clarity of a life without panic attacks. I wanted the certainty that I would not live in a paralyzed future where anxiety dominated every part of my life.

What I found instead was that desperation was more important than clarity. What I needed was not freedom from anxiety, but intimacy with God. I didn’t know what to do – and that is where I met God in a whole new way.

There is a small prayer chapel at the front of Liberty’s campus, and I would enter that chapel day after day with a Bible and go to seek the Lord. My spot was to the left, sitting on the floor next to the last pew, away from the other students who might also be there.

It was in the privacy of these moments with God that I would pour out my heart in desperation for Him to move in my life. I had overwhelming problems and mountains that only God could move.

It was in these moments that I found a closeness to Jesus like I had never experienced. It was in my desperation that I found a solace only God could give.

I experienced what so many in the Bible had experienced as well – desperation for God is not a bad place to be.

Not convinced? Ask Abraham, Moses, Esther, David, Ruth, Elijah, all the disciples, Paul, and a host of others and you’ll find this principle bear out.

In my journey, I came to grips with what many of them realized – desperation for God is often the very thing that leads you to where you need to be.

At the time I wanted clarity, but clarity wouldn’t have solved my problems, nor will it solve yours. I needed moments of desperation that led me to surrender my life in a whole new way to God. Moments like these have a way of bringing us to the end of ourselves and to the beginning of God – especially in those times when we don’t know what to do.

We can often make light of times when we didn’t know what to do. Think about the first time you got pulled over for speeding and the police officer is approaching your car. What do I do?? Where did I put my registration? Am I going to jail?

Situations like that are one thing. When we face circumstances that are unbearable and devastating, however, the uncertainty can be gripping. Thoughts of defeat and hopelessness begin to dominate our mind. Questions like, “Where do I turn now? What’s my next step?” are often followed by a statement like, “I have no idea what to do.”

It is in those moments that we hit a fork in the road. Will we rely on our own willpower and wisdom, or will we turn to God in desperation?

If you aren’t facing that type of uncertainty right now, you will in the future. And if you are at that crossroad, if you have absolutely no idea what to do about the circumstances you are facing, then you are in a good place. Either way, you have the right book.

The Word of God is full of people who found themselves desperate for God in a myriad of circumstances, so I want to invite you on a journey to connect those stories with your life. Because how you respond to God in those crossroad moments makes all the difference.








1. Jehoshaphat. Fourth king of Judah (c. 873–849 BC). He inherited the throne from his father Asa during the era when Ahab and Jezebel were collapsing the northern kingdom into Baal worship. The singing-army victory in 2 Chronicles 20 anchors Chapter 2 and is his most famous moment.



2. 2 Chronicles 20:3–4. “Then Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. And Judah assembled to seek help from the Lord; from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the Lord” (ESV). Read in context →



3. Manifest presence. Moments when God’s presence shifts from something you believe in to something you can actually feel. This is distinct from his omnipresence (everywhere always) and from his indwelling presence (the Holy Spirit’s permanent residence inside every believer). Often associated with worship, revival, or moments of overwhelming awareness of God.



4. Abraham. Patriarch of Israel, originally a Mesopotamian from the city of Ur. Around age 75 God called him to leave his country with a covenant promise to make his descendants a great nation and to bless the whole earth through them. He failed badly twice (passing his wife off as his sister to foreign kings), tried to fulfill the promise on his own through Hagar, and finally received Isaac at age 100. Paul calls every believer his ‘spiritual offspring’ (Galatians 3:29).



5. David. Israel’s second king (c. 1010–970 BC). Anointed as a teenage shepherd, killed Goliath, spent a decade as a fugitive from Saul, reigned for 40 years, and wrote roughly half the Psalms, including the lament that anchors Chapter 5. He also slept with Bathsheba, had her husband killed, and watched his family implode (2 Samuel 11–18). Yet the Bible calls him ‘a man after God’s own heart,’ largely because of how thoroughly he repented when caught.



6. Elijah. Northern Israel’s most consequential prophet, active during the Ahab–Jezebel era. He called down a three-year drought, then defeated 450 prophets of Baal in a fire-from-heaven contest on Mt. Carmel. Immediately after that win he sat under a tree and asked God to let him die, the collapse that anchors Chapter 8. He never died at all: God took him to heaven in a chariot of fire, making him one of two people in Scripture (with Enoch) to skip death entirely.





CHAPTER 1: When I Need the Presence of God


Sample of how this chapter could open in the author’s voice. Still in Johnny Long’s voice for this demo.


Your reader does not support embedded audio.




Isaiah 64:1 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your presence—



I DISTINCTLY REMEMBER one of the first times my parents left me alone at our house.

I was in elementary school when I entered this new level of manhood. They ran out to pick up my older brother, and there I was, a real man, the king of the castle, completely in charge of my own fate and of the protection of this house.

Of course, if I needed my parents, I could’ve just picked up the landline phone and called them on their car phone (none of you have no idea what I’m talking about).

What happened next was my own Home Alone journey spread across a grueling thirty minutes.

On this night, the doorbell rang. My stomach dropped and fear gripped my soul.

Who was coming to kill me?? Had Darth Vader or some other movie villain of my childhood come to my front door as my personal Grim Reaper?

I ran to my brother’s room to look out the window, and I slowly pulled back the curtains to get a glimpse of the person coming to take my life. A group of kids stood there waiting for someone to answer the door. Just then, one of them glanced toward the window and saw me and my bowl-cut haired head peering at these would-be assassins.

I don’t remember if the next part really happened or if it was just the way I imagined it. The kid who saw me pointed at the window and said, “There he is!” Terrified beyond belief, I let the curtain go and ran for my life. I had no idea what to do! I quickly found a hiding spot, and I stayed there until my parents returned home.

When you’re ten years old, the absence of an authority figure, even for thirty minutes, can be absolutely petrifying. Had my parents been there, this would have been a completely different experience. People rang our doorbell all the time. That was what happened in the 1990’s. People would drop by. Kids from the neighborhood would ring the doorbell for you to come out and play. It was an exciting thing to see who would be at the door. So why was I so afraid?

I was desperate for the presence of a parent. To be clear, I grew up in an extremely loving home with both parents very present. I realize what I experienced in a thirty-minute window of time is the heartbreaking reality of entire childhoods for many who are reading this. When there is no authority figure or some sense of a protector in life, it can be a chilling reality. There may be no worse feeling in life than being alone.

It’s easy to have this thought about God. How many times in your life have you asked yourself, “Where is God right now? Why doesn’t He see me? Is He not aware of what I’m walking through? Why do I feel so alone?”

In other words, when you don’t know what to do next, it’s very easy to feel desperate for the presence of God.

Desperate for some sign that God notices you.

Desperate for some momentary relief and recognition that you’re not alone.

Desperate for this big, vast God to become small and personal to you.

The presence of God is often something we just think about in relation to a church service. We hear the preacher talk about the presence of God. Or we hear a worship leader ask God to “make His presence known.”

Before we know it, we unintentionally relegate the idea of God’s presence with us to the four walls of the church building. This is a short-sighted view of the presence of God and its significance in our daily lives.

Biblically, the presence of God is spoken of in a few different ways.

There is the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit in a believer’s life.

This takes place at salvation. In that moment, according to the Bible, something takes place in the heart of a person. Not only are they forgiven of their sin, and not only is their eternal destination changed forever, but the Holy Spirit comes to dwell inside of them.

In 1 Corinthians 6, Paul describes our bodies as “temples of the Holy Spirit.” This is Jesus Christ living inside of you by the power and indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.

There is also something known as the omnipresence of God. This means that God is everywhere.

This is what David wrote of in Psalm 139:7 when he said, “Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?” This shows the vast nature of God. There is nowhere on the earth where He is not. He sees everything and knows everything. He is not limited by space or time.

Finally, there is manifest presence.

This describes those moments in life where this truth becomes more than just theoretical or theological. It becomes personal. This is where you live in the middle of a devastating situation and you can sense the presence of God in your life. For instance, you’re in the middle of a church service and there is a heaviness with the recognition of the presence and glory of God being with the people.

To be clear, we are not a feeling people, but a Bible people. But when the manifest presence of God falls, you do feel it. Better said, you feel Him.

The indwelling presence of God is Him saying “I am in you.” The omnipresence of God is Him saying, “I am everywhere.” The manifest presence of God is Him saying, “I am here, with you, right now!”

As a Christian, I believe we should embrace all three as examples of our belief in and relation to the way God works on earth and in our lives.

We need to live with the confidence that through Christ, we have the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit with us always. He will “never leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) At the end of the Great Commission in Matthew 28, Jesus again promises His presence with us. As Christians, we experience the daily power of the indwelling presence of God in us through the Holy Spirit.

We also need to theologically and intellectually take hold of the fact of His omnipresence, that God is everywhere. He is not limited to one geographic location. He is over all things. There is no place on the earth we can go where He is not Lord of and in control of that setting. This should give us an enormous conviction of His authority over all things in our lives. As Christians, we live with certainty because of the omnipresence of God.

And we should run after the manifest presence of God in our lives. There is no greater moment than when you sense the closeness of God during grief or pain through His manifest presence. There is nothing more impactful than being in a church service and you feel like your face needs to hit the floor because of the gravity of the glory of God in the room.

This is the manifest presence of God. This is the moment when God declares to you as His child, “I am here, and I am here with you!” What a gift the manifest presence of God is to His children.

Years ago, I listened to a message by pastor Matt Chandler on the manifest presence of God that he titled, “Under the Faucet.”

You cannot turn on the Faucet of God’s presence, Chandler told his church. All you can do is position yourselves under the faucet. In other words, you cannot manipulate God into sending His manifest presence, but you can position yourself in a place to experience it.

Chandler described two Biblical patterns that attract the manifest presence of God.

The first is personal holiness.

As believers, we “grieve the Holy Spirit” when we step into sin (Ephesians 4:30). This means we sadden the Lord and forfeit a close fellowship with Him.

Do you want to experience the manifest presence of God? It begins with a life committed to holiness. It begins with a life committed to living in obedience to God and His commands. It begins with a life devoted to not grieving the Holy Spirit through sinful actions.

The second way, according to Chandler, to attract the manifest presence of God is through fervent, passionate worship.

We often only think about worshiping God in church. If you want to be a person who personally experiences the manifest presence of God in your life, I encourage you to be a worshiper both inside and outside of church.

I cannot count the number of times God has met me in the middle of a song while I’m driving in my car. I’m still amazed that in those moments when I feel overwhelmed in life, God meets me at the point of my own fervent, passionate worship. The atmosphere of my life changes, almost immediately, when I turn to God in worship through song.

It’s common to view the singing portion of a church service as simply the warm-up for the message. I understand the reasoning. As Christians, we are people of truth. We uphold the Bible as God’s very word to us and as the authority for all of life …so let’s get to the preaching already!

This explains why people show up late to church and think, “I haven’t missed anything, the pastor hasn’t even started preaching.” What you have missed is the reason we have church! We have church to worship Jesus for who He is and what He’s done in our lives!

Have you ever realized that it matters how you come to church? I don’t mean how you dress. I’m talking about your heart. I’m talking about your readiness. I’m talking about expectancy.

If you want to be a part of a church that experiences the manifest presence of God, be a fervent, passionate worshiper. We cannot manipulate God into a special visitation of His presence, but we can sure do our part to be ready in case He decides to turn on the faucet.

Just as there are things in our lives that attract the manifest presence of God, there are also things that detract from the manifest presence of God. Not surprisingly, they are the exact opposite of the things that attract His presence.

If personal holiness attracts the manifest presence of God, pride detracts from it. Pride is displayed by a life lived for yourself. It rejects all authority, including God’s. It looks down upon everybody else.

James wrote it this way, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” (James 4:6) For God to oppose you means that He literally sets His face against you. What a devastating reality.

When my father served as a pastor, I often heard him tell other pastors, “When pride walks on the platform, God walks off the platform.” Said differently, when pride walks into your life, you can be sure you will miss out on the presence of God.

The second way we detract the presence of God upon our lives is by simple indifference.

You might say, indifference to what? Indifference to God. Indifference to His commands. Indifference to His church.

This is the woman with closed lips and arms folded during the worship service. This is the man who spends his Sundays on the golf course, ball field, or simply in bed instead of in the house of God.

This is the people who have no sense of their need for God. Who have no discipline in reading the Bible every day. Who don’t care about their spiritual condition.

If you want to be a person who misses out on seeing God move, live a life of spiritual indifference.

If the last few paragraphs left you feeling discouraged, let me help you. I’ve seen the grace of God overcome pride and indifference in my own life.

Maybe you’re in a season like I’ve been in before. You might be reading this during a very prideful and indifferent period of your life spiritually. God can change you. If you’re sensing that you need that work of God, why don’t you humble yourself and turn to Him?

I’ve heard a few different pastors give the same general statement that really has been life-changing for me. Here it is: God goes where He is wanted.[a]

God goes to the teenager who is crying out to Him. God goes to the single mom who is desperate for God to move in her life. God goes to the family who is grieving at the cemetery and turns their eyes toward Heaven. God goes to the church that gets serious about seeking Him with their whole heart.

That’s why I began this book with a chapter about being desperate for the presence of God. When you don’t know what to do, you can always do this one thing — get desperate for God!

Turn to Him in full faith and trust. Ask Him for a touch of Heaven and for a glimpse of His glory in your life. Lean into Him in your darkest moments. And when you do, here’s what you will find – His presence!

Getting God is more important than getting clarity. Getting God is more important than getting past whatever you’re going through.

I once heard someone tell a story about a young boy who went on a walk with his dad. The dad walked several blocks away from their home and turned to his son and asked, “Do you know how far we are from home?” To which the boy replied, “No.”

The dad continued, “Well do you know how to get home from here?” Again, the boy replied, “No.”

The dad then looked at his son and said, “Are you afraid?” Once more the boy replied, “No.”

The dad said to his son, “You don’t know where we are, you don’t know how far we are from home, and you don’t know the way back. Why are you not afraid?” The son simply replied, “Because I’m with you.”

That son is unafraid for one reason only – the presence of a father.

You may find yourself in a position where you have no idea what to do moving forward. The future is full of uncertainty. The anxiety is rising in your heart as you wonder what will happen next.

How do you take the next step when you feel like you’re about to fall off a cliff? You get desperate for the presence of a Father. In my life, I’ve found that when I ask for God to be near me, when I lean into Him with a humble dependence, He meets me in those dark nights of the soul. He will do the same for you.




When You Don’t Know What to Do – Do This

Get in the presence of God

God goes where He is wanted.

What a simple yet profound principle.

God goes to individuals who want Him. He goes to families who are crying out in desperation for Him. He goes to churches who are not content with surface level religiosity but instead are longing for a powerful picture of the manifest presence of God.

Do you want God? Is He wanted in the life of your family? Get your life under the faucet and position yourself to experience the presence of God.

I want to give you one short verse that is simple to turn into a daily prayer. The prophet Isaiah once uttered this powerful cry to God: “Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your presence.” (Isaiah 64:1)

What was his petition to God? God, I want you to tear open the heavens with reckless abandon. I want the very mountains in this place to quake when they get a sense of your presence.

How do you make this personal? Pray something like this:

“God, no matter what it takes, I want you to move. No matter the cost, I want to experience a move of Your presence. Whatever ‘yes’ needs to be on the table, you have it, Lord. I want You to move in my life, in the life of my family, and in the life of my church. I need a touch from You. I need to sense Your presence in my life.”





Discussion Questions


	What is the difference between God’s omnipresence, indwelling presence, and manifest presence? Which one have you experienced most clearly in your life?


	Nick describes Matt Chandler’s “Under the Faucet” metaphor, you can’t force God’s presence but you can position yourself for it. What are the practical “positions” in your life right now? Where are you out of position?


	The chapter says pride and indifference both detract from God’s presence. Be honest: which one is more dangerous in your life right now?


	Recall a season when you felt the manifest presence of God. What were the conditions of your life at that time? Could you re-enter any of them now?


	The closing story is about a son who isn’t afraid because his father is with him. What fear in your life shrinks when you think about God being with you?












1. “Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your presence” (ESV). Part of a desperate post-exile prayer, looking back at the dramatic theophany at Sinai and begging God to break through again. Read in context →



2. Indwelling presence. The doctrine that the Holy Spirit takes up permanent residence inside every Christian the moment they’re saved. Not a guest who comes and goes, but a tenant who moves in for good. Paul calls the believer’s body ‘a temple of the Holy Spirit’ (1 Corinthians 6:19), language that would have stunned first-century readers, since temples were geographic, made of stone, and tended by priests.



3. 1 Corinthians 6. Paul’s argument that the believer’s body is a ‘temple of the Holy Spirit’ (v. 19), with hard implications for sexual ethics. The chapter also contains the famous list ‘neither the sexually immoral… nor adulterers… will inherit the kingdom of God’, followed by ‘and such were some of you. But you were washed.’ Read full chapter →



4. Omnipresence. The doctrine that God exists fully and equally everywhere at once. He’s not stretched thin or divided up; the entirety of God is present in every cubic inch of the universe. Psalm 139 puts it bluntly: even hell can’t get you away from him. The practical edge. God isn’t more present in church than in your car, and isn’t more available to a missionary in Africa than to a single mom in Cleveland.



5. David. Israel’s second king (c. 1010–970 BC). Anointed as a teenage shepherd, killed Goliath, spent a decade as a fugitive from Saul, reigned for 40 years, and wrote roughly half the Psalms, including the lament that anchors Chapter 5. He also slept with Bathsheba, had her husband killed, and watched his family implode (2 Samuel 11–18). Yet the Bible calls him ‘a man after God’s own heart,’ largely because of how thoroughly he repented when caught.



6. “Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?” (ESV). David’s most theologically dense psalm, exploring God’s omnipresence, omniscience, and the inescapable intimacy of being fully known. Read full chapter →



7. Manifest presence. Moments when God’s presence shifts from something you believe in to something you can actually feel. Distinct from his omnipresence (everywhere always, whether you sense it or not) and from his indwelling presence (the Holy Spirit’s permanent residence inside every believer). Often associated with worship services where ‘the room shifts,’ with revival meetings, or with private moments of overwhelming awareness of God.



8. “…he has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’” (ESV). The promise itself is a direct echo of Deuteronomy 31:6 and Joshua 1:5. God’s reassurance to Joshua as he was about to take over from Moses. Context →



9. Matthew 28. Read in context on BibleGateway →



10. Matt Chandler (b. 1974). American pastor of The Village Church in Flower Mound, Texas. Took over the church at age 28 in 2002 and grew it from 160 people into one of the most influential evangelical churches in the country. In 2009, at age 35, he had a seizure on Thanksgiving morning and was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor. He survived chemo and radiation and has remained cancer-free.



11. Ephesians 4:30. Read in context on BibleGateway →



12. James 4:6. Read in context on BibleGateway →



13. Isaiah 64:1. Read in context on BibleGateway →





CHAPTER 2: When I Face Uncertainty


2 Chronicles 20:3-4 Then Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. And Judah assembled to seek help from the Lord; from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the Lord.



UNCERTAINTY. Just looking at the word makes us cringe. There is something about it that makes us feel so, well, uncertain.

None of us like that feeling. We much prefer control. But if there’s one thing I’ve learned, it’s that we will continually come to places of uncertainty – of not knowing how something will turn out and not knowing what to do next. And nothing drives us to desperation quite like uncertainty.

In March of 2020, the entire world entered a phase of uncertainty and desperation unlike anything we’ve experienced in our lifetime.

Reports quickly circulated about a new virus called Covid-19 that was spreading across the world and taking lives. Before we knew it, everything stopped. Businesses, churches, and schools all shut down within a week.

Everything that had been certain was no longer certain. Everything that had been normal was no longer normal.

A sense of fear gripped every interaction. In those first few weeks, we all did our best to live within a tight circle of people and to stay at least six feet away from everybody else.

Two months before the world changed, I preached a message to our church called, “The Intimacy of Uncertainty.” Little did I know we’d soon be scrambling for masks and praying we didn’t run out of toilet paper.

In my sermon, I shared the story from the Old Testament about a king named Jehoshaphat.

I was somewhat familiar with this king before I preached about his story on that January night. When I was growing up in church in the 1990’s, children’s choir was a big deal and we did a children’s choir program every year.

One year the program centered around this guy named King Jehoshaphat. In today’s world, it would’ve become a news story, because one song was about as politically incorrect as it could get. It was all about how King Jehoshaphat was fat.

The theme song, “Fat, Fat, Jehoshaphat,” went like this, “Fat, fat, Jehoshaphat, what a good, good king is he. He’s a good, good king, who’s everything a good, good king should be. Everybody loves him, he’s the one we all adore, ’cause Fat, Fat, Jehoshaphat, loves the Lord.”

This is what life was like in the 1990’s. We’d sing joyful songs about an overweight king in the Bible … at church! What a time to be alive.

(Just a sidenote: I loved the 90’s. I miss the 90’s. I miss Michael Jordan. And big screen TVs. And Saved by the Bell. And yes, 90’s R&B. And much more… but back to the story.)

King Jehoshaphat was a good, good king, but there are no biblical grounds to indicate he was overweight. He was king of Judah after his father King Asa. We first read of him in 2 Chronicles 17. He starts strong as a king, and the Bible tells us God was with him because he walked in the ways of King David. He sought the Lord, walked in His commandments, and ultimately tore down the idols in the area.

Although he was a good, godly king who led the people to obey the commands of God, he came to a point of major uncertainty in his life. In fact, this uncertainty would end up being a threat to his life. It’s yet another reminder from the Scriptures that just because we live a godly life doesn’t mean we won’t walk through immense difficulty. Even the godliest of men and women will undergo immense trials and yes, uncertainty.

What was the uncertainty?

Three enemy armies (the Moabites, Ammonites, and Meunites) had plotted together and were on their way to attack Jehoshaphat and God’s people.

Why was Jehoshaphat a good king?

Because his first response was to seek the Lord!

Here’s how Scripture describes his response: “…Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. And Judah assembled to seek help from the Lord; from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the Lord.” (2 Chronicles 20:3-4)

It’s interesting to note that when the leader got desperate for God to move, the people got desperate for God to move. Sometimes it just takes one person in a church to shift the mood to seek the Lord. In this case, it just took one who would lead the people to run after the Lord in the middle of their fear.

You’ll find something that is always true during uncertain times. Faith is contagious, but so is doubt.

People will follow God just because you are choosing to believe God. People will express confidence in the Lord just because you are choosing to have confidence in the Lord. But the opposite is also true – doubt and fear spread like wildfire. Which one are you spreading in your group of friends, in your family, and in your church?

Jehoshaphat had no idea how things would turn out, but his initial response gives us a major principle for living in uncertainty. The right response to any type of uncertainty in your life is deeper intimacy with God.

This means anything you face in life, no matter how bad it may seem, is an opportunity for God to grow you deeper in your faith.

Note that this king did not wait until the dust settled or until things cleared up. He was right in the middle of his trouble, without any idea of how it would turn out. He had no idea what to do, but his first thought was to turn to God – and to lead his people to call out to God.

Sometimes turning to God is not our first response but a last resort. We may run to a friend, we may run to complain on social media, we may even run to a bottle or to some other substance. Let this ancient king’s life speak to yours – when you don’t know what to do, turn to God first.

The chapter hits a climax as all of Judah gathers and listens to their leader call out to God. In this moment, the people get to see wise leadership on display.

Jehoshaphat cries out to the Lord, “O our God, will you not execute judgment on them? For we are powerless against this great horde that is coming against us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” (2 Chronicles 20:12)

I love that final phrase: We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.

Don’t miss something incredibly significant here: Jehoshaphat was certain despite his uncertainty.

It’s not that he had it all figured out. It’s not that he was free of fear. It’s not that he overlooked how bad the situation really was. He confessed to God, “we don’t know what to do!” This king and his people were uncertain about everything they faced, but they were directing their eyes to Heaven in certainty of a God who was listening to their cry.

This chapter alludes to two different things Jehoshaphat did. In many ways, they’re the exact same thing. In verse 3, the Bible tells us that he “…was afraid, and set his face to seek the Lord” (emphasis added).

Several verses later, still afraid, he told the Lord “…our eyes are on you.” Both actions were determined decisions of where this king would place his perspective in the middle of massive uncertainty.

Here’s the thing about uncertainty – it knows no boundaries. What is certain today can be uncertain tomorrow. This is true about any area of our lives. We can be seemingly healthy today, diagnosed with a terminal disease tomorrow. Our families can be intact today, then ripped apart by sin or scandal tomorrow. Our career path may be trending up and to the right, only to be caught in the middle of a corporate layoff. Uncertainty can hit our lives at any moment.

This is why perspective matters so much. This is why there must be a settled determination for where you are going to place your eyes.

Can you imagine how different the story might have been if Jehoshaphat would’ve only focused on the Ammonite, Moabite, and Meunite armies that were headed his way? This whole story could’ve easily ended in panic, retreat, and even defeat. Instead, the king believed his only option was to turn his eyes toward Heaven and call upon the Lord.

In a dramatic scene that unfolded after his desperate prayer, the people of Judah were all standing before Jehoshaphat. You have men, women, and children who have just heard their leader crying out to God that the only thing he knew to do was to turn his eyes toward the Lord. In that moment, the Spirit of God came upon a man named Jahaziel with a message to give to the people.

In short, the message was, “Do not be afraid, the battle is not yours, but the Lord’s. You will not need to fight, but the Lord will fight for you. Stand firm and watch God move. He will be with you.” (see 2 Chronicles 20:15-17)

Again, sometimes it just takes one person full of faith to dramatically alter the room. The Bible tells us Jehoshaphat was so gripped by what Jahaziel said that he bowed with his face to the ground in worship to God. The people saw this, and they also fell down in worship. The Levites, who were a group of priests, then rose together to praise God “with a very loud voice.”

One person who is sensitive to the voice of God and courageous enough to speak faith into a crowd can change the course of history.

The next morning, Jehoshaphat commanded a group of singers to go to the battlefield ahead of the army. That’s right. He called in the big guns – the choir!

If you’re reading this with a confused look, wondering what weird ancient battle strategy this must have been, you’re not wrong. It sounds like the last way to win a battle. If you’ve been in church for any period of time, you know the folks leading the songs are not always the ones you’d think should lead the church into battle.

The parking team, yes. The security guys, for sure. The volunteers brave enough to lead the middle school boys’ small group, no doubt.

The worship team … man, I don’t know … (all you music people – take a joke and keep reading).

God’s ways of fighting battles are often different than the way we would choose to fight a battle. The Bible says,


And when they began to sing and praise, the Lord set an ambush against the men of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah, so that they were routed. For the men of Ammon and Moab rose against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, devoting them to destruction, and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they all helped to destroy one another. (2 Chronicles 20:22-23)



Game. Set. Match.

The people of God won the battle without lifting a finger. How did they win it? Worship.

This is really a continuation of King Jehoshaphat’s actions at the beginning of the chapter.

When uncertainty hit, he set his face to seek the Lord (that’s worship). As he stood before the people, he confessed he had no idea what to do, but his eyes were going to be on the Lord (aka worship). Now, in the moment of the battle, the people of God followed their leader’s example and cried out to God (yet again, worship).

Worship is a gift God gives us during uncertainty. There is something about worship that takes our eyes off our problems and off ourselves and puts them on to the only One who can actually do something about our problems.

Worship can sound like a song to the Lord in the darkest of nights. Or it can look like a determined face that is fixed upon the heavens during major fear or grief. More than anything, it is a decision to shift our perspective from the uncertainty of earth to the certainty of Heaven.

I find it interesting that those appointed to sing by Jehoshaphat were to sing before the battle even began.

It’s common for a sports team to gather and sing their fight song after a big victory. Here, the people of Judah were to sing before the battle. In other words, they were to sing right in the middle of the uncertainty. Smack dab in the middle of their fear, they were to sing. When they did not know what to do, they were to sing.

John Piper once preached a message called, “Ambushing Satan with Song” (maybe the greatest sermon title ever). He spoke about the time Paul and Silas were in prison in the ancient city of Philippi. They had been severely flogged and thrown into an inner cell (a dungeon), where their feet were fastened in the stocks. Talk about a rock-bottom moment. Yet the Book of Acts says they were singing.

Here’s what Piper had to say about it:


“If anybody were to say to us today, ‘When you hit bottom, sing hymns to God,’ we would probably say to them, ‘Lay off with simplistic solutions. You’ve obviously never been on the bottom.’ But Paul and Silas were at the bottom. And they sang hymns to God. Sometimes the only solutions left in life are simple ones. Why were they singing? I think they were singing because they needed a display of God’s power. They had learned that singing to God is not merely a response to his grace but also a weapon of spiritual warfare. They had learned like Jehoshaphat and like many of us that the enemies of God are thrown into confusion by the songs of God’s people.”[1]



If you need a display of God’s power today, worship! If you’re facing uncertainty today, it’s an opportunity for deeper intimacy with God. If you don’t know what to do next, lift your voice to God. It’s also an opportunity to sing.

In faith.

Loudly.

Before the battle.

In the middle of the battle.

If you’re desperate for God to move amid your uncertainty, start singing and don’t stop. Shift your perspective toward Heaven. Set your face to seek the Lord and watch Him begin to fight the battle for you.

As I mentioned earlier, growing up my family spent countless Saturdays at Razorback Stadium watching our beloved Arkansas Razorbacks battle their opponents. When we won, there’s a song the fans, players, and cheerleaders all sang in unison.

The lyrics are very spiritual …

“Oh Lord, it’s hard to be humble, when you’re perfect in every way. I can’t wait to look in the mirror. I get better looking each day. To know me is to love me, I must be one heck of a fan. Oh Lord, it’s hard to be humble, when you’re an Arkansas Razorback fan. Go Hogs!”

The lyrics may not be exactly Biblical, but they are interesting! Think about it: the school has a song for victory. They celebrate winning games by joining together in song.

I believe every Christian needs some victory songs.

Whatever your favorite genre, whether it’s an old hymn or something more modern, you need some victory songs to carry you through the battles of life.

Your family needs songs you can sing together before the battle starts, while you’re in the middle of it, and when it is over.

These are songs that sing the promises of God and build faith in you and in your family – so sing like you mean it!




When You Don’t Know What to Do – Do This

Lift up your voice

Here’s a great starting point: Find your own songs, sing them loud, and trust God for victory – even when you don’t know what to do!

Begin to live out this reality of Jehoshaphat’s life – any time you face uncertainty is an opportunity for greater intimacy with God. Whenever you think, “I don’t know what to do,” remember that simple principle. When you’re exhausted from trying everything you can imagine and you think, “I don’t know what else to do,” lean into the Lord.

If you begin to implement desperation into your life, you will find that uncertainty can become a positive trigger for you.

We usually speak about triggers in a negative light. You had a bad experience, and something happens that causes you to remember that negative event. We call this a “trigger.” But triggers don’t have to be negative. They can simply be a marker to remind you to do something.

My hope is that uncertainty in your life becomes a trigger to get desperate for the Lord. From this point forward, may you become enlightened to the activity of God and may your senses be heightened to your desperate need for Him.

Turn up the music, lift up your voice, and trust the Lord!





Discussion Questions


	The pivot in Jehoshaphat’s prayer is “we do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” Where in your life right now do you need to say this exact prayer?


	Faith is contagious, but so is doubt. Which one are you spreading in your family, friend group, or workplace?


	Jehoshaphat sent singers ahead of the army. What does it look like to “worship before the battle” in your specific situation?


	Name your “victory songs”, the worship songs or hymns you reach for when you’re scared. If you don’t have any, who in your life could help you build a list this week?


	Where might God be inviting you to lead others into deeper trust by going first yourself?












1. “Then Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. And Judah assembled to seek help from the Lord; from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the Lord” (ESV). The king’s response to news that three coalition armies. Moabites, Ammonites, and Meunites — were massing for invasion. The moment desperation drove him to lead an entire nation into prayer. Read in context →



2. Jehoshaphat. Fourth king of Judah (c. 873–849 BC). Inherited the throne from his father Asa during the same era that Ahab and Jezebel were collapsing the northern kingdom into Baal worship. He fortified Judah’s cities, sent traveling Levites to teach the Law throughout the country, and presided over a major national reform. The prayer-then-singing-army victory in 2 Chronicles 20, the story that anchors this chapter, wasn’t his only legacy: he also made disastrous political alliances with the north that nearly cost him his life (1 Kings 22) and almost extinguished the Davidic line.



3. 2 Chronicles 17. Read in context on BibleGateway →



4. David. Israel’s second king (c. 1010–970 BC). Anointed as a teenage shepherd, killed Goliath, spent a decade as a fugitive from Saul, reigned for 40 years, and wrote roughly half the Psalms, including the lament that anchors Chapter 5. He also slept with Bathsheba, had her husband killed, and watched his family implode (2 Samuel 11–18). Yet the Bible calls him ‘a man after God’s own heart,’ largely because of how thoroughly he repented when caught.



5. Moabites. Kingdom east of the Dead Sea, descended from Lot’s incestuous union with his elder daughter after the destruction of Sodom (Genesis 19). Their national god was Chemosh, whose worship sometimes involved child sacrifice. Frequently hostile to Israel, but the Moabite woman Ruth ended up as the great-grandmother of King David, and so an ancestor of Jesus.



6. Ammonites. Kingdom east of Israel, descended from Lot’s incestuous union with his younger daughter (Genesis 19). Their capital, Rabbah, stood where Amman, Jordan stands today. They worshiped Molech with child sacrifice. Repeated military antagonists of Israel from the time of the Judges through the late monarchy.



7. Meunites. A lesser-known people group from the region south of the Dead Sea, near Mt. Seir (modern southern Jordan). Sometimes identified with or associated with the Edomites. They appear only sporadically in the Old Testament, usually as enemies of Judah.



8. 2 Chronicles 20:3-4. Read in context on BibleGateway →



9. 2 Chronicles 20:12. Read in context on BibleGateway →



10. 2 Chronicles 20:15-17. Read in context on BibleGateway →



11. Levites. Members of the tribe of Levi, set apart for religious service and not given their own territorial allotment in the Promised Land. The priesthood was a subset (descended from Aaron); other Levites supported temple worship, taught the Law, and were supported by tithes from the other eleven tribes.



12. 2 Chronicles 20:22-23. Read in context on BibleGateway →



13. John Piper (b. 1946). American Reformed Baptist pastor and theologian, founder of Desiring God. Pastored Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis for 33 years (1980–2013) before stepping into a full-time writing and teaching role. Author of Desiring God (1986), which argues that God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in him, a thesis Piper calls ‘Christian Hedonism.’





CHAPTER 3: When Trouble Hits My Family


Genesis 16:13 So she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.”



I’LL NEVER FORGET the first time I became a parent.

My wife and I were living in Dallas, and our lives were forever changed at Plano-Presbyterian Hospital. Meredith had labored all day and, at the last moment, needed to have a c-section. I sat behind that curtain as the doctor worked. Suddenly, I was introduced to Reese Caroline Floyd, our first child. I stepped behind that medical barrier of a curtain until the nurse called me over to see my daughter, up close, for the very first time.

Now I’m a guy, which means several things. I need food. I need sports. And I’m not very comfortable holding newborn babies. I will never forget the nurse handing me my firstborn and strangely, it felt so normal.

I specifically remember thinking she fit in my arm just like a football (what a guy thing to say). From that moment, my life has never been the same. I had similar experiences when I witnessed the birth of two of our other children. And I still remember holding our fourth child for the first time at the airport where we had flown overseas to adopt her.

What comes with parenting? A new burden! It’s a great burden, but a burden, nonetheless.

It’s a weird feeling when you pull away from the hospital with your firstborn. You have these thoughts of, “Is no one from the hospital coming with us? Do they know we don’t know what we’re doing? Shouldn’t the government send someone by to make sure this new human is actually okay? What is the return policy?” (Relax, I’m kidding!)

The reality is that with all the joy that comes with caring and providing for these small people who depend upon you for everything. Along with this comes the unexplainable heart strings that are connected to these little ones from the moment of birth until the moment you die.

This is also true in a marriage relationship, the relationship between siblings, grandparents, or even an aunt and an uncle with their nieces or nephews. There is something unique about the family unit when it comes to feeling this burden.

This is why when something happens in our families and we don’t know what to do, it drives us to desperation.

When there’s a crack in the marriage, we get desperate. When there’s a health challenge with a grandparent, we get desperate. When a child strays from the Lord, we get desperate.

It doesn’t matter how healthy or how dysfunctional your family is, at some point you’ll face desperation together. You might be there today. The cry of your heart right here in this moment may be that you are desperate for God to move in your family.

The Bible records a story of a couple who didn’t know what to do. We find it in Genesis 16, although it really starts a few chapters earlier.

In Genesis 12, God speaks to Abram (who would later be called Abraham, so I’ll use his new name along with his wife’s new name, Sarah, throughout this chapter). Abraham would go on to be one of the most significant players in the Bible, and it all began with a calling from God.


Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3)



This is known as the Abrahamic Covenant. What was this covenant? There is a whole lot to it but let me try to say it in a simple manner.

Abraham was promised land, a great name, and many descendants. There was a spiritual component to this as well, and it connects to our lives today. All of us who put our faith in Christ are spiritual descendants of Father Abraham.

In other words, our salvation is pointed to all the way back in the book of Genesis. All the nations of the earth would be blessed through Abraham’s lineage. How? Through the promised Messiah, Jesus!

This is what Paul spoke of in Galatians when he wrote, “And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.” (Galatians 3:29)

If you grew up in church, you might remember singing the children’s song that goes something like this: “Father Abraham, had many sons, many sons had Father Abraham, and I am one of them, and so are you, so let’s just praise the Lord…” followed by right arms and left legs and all kinds of limbs flying in all directions in church approved dance moves.

There was just one major problem with this whole “Father” Abraham thing. He had no kids.

His wife Sarah, formerly known as Sarai, was barren for their entire marriage.

Here you have Abraham and Sarah, called by God to something new and great, but there seemed to be no clear path to that calling. They didn’t know what to do.

Have you ever felt that way? You know God is calling you to step out in faith toward something new, but you have no idea how it will take place. The steps are not clear, the pathway seems cloudy, and you get desperate.

All of us have a choice to make in the middle of our desperation. Will we live according to God’s plan, or will we go the opposite direction and step into a mess?

I’ve seen desperation make people do some crazy things, how about you? If I’m transparent, I’ve done some wild things in my life when faced with desperation! And we’ve all had a friend who dated a loser at some point just because they were desperate to be in a relationship. They compromised their values because they were desperate for love.

This is often the context we think of in relation to the word desperation. We view it as a negative. Yet the Bible shows us both kinds of desperation – healthy and unhealthy. In the Scriptures, we see people who out of desperation made sinful decisions. We also see people who out of desperation made the right decision and showed their deep dependence upon God.

Every one of us has two choices when faced with situations where we don’t know what to do in our families. These are moments or seasons of desperation.

I’ll start with the healthy, God-honoring way. The right choice is to trust the Lord and place the situation in His hands. This means that there is a world in which desperation leads you to a deeper place with God and with others. This looks like a willingness to be patient and wait for God’s timing.

In an ideal world, Abraham and Sarah (to use our biblical example) would have waited for God to move in ways beyond their own ability.

Unfortunately, Abraham and Sarah symbolize the second choice which is the wrong one. The wrong choice is to take the situation into your own hands. This is where desperation turns to dysfunction. It is how many of us respond, especially when it involves our families.

This is why there are overbearing parents. We love our kids so much and are so desperate for them to be “okay” that we are willing to make fools of ourselves. Parents will call the teacher about their child’s grades, yell at the coach over a lack of playing time, and get involved in a host of other awkward encounters they are blinded to because they are desperate for their child to be something.

This is right where Abraham and Sarah were.

Part of me grieves with them in their desperation and in their wrong choices. This is a couple who had battled infertility in their marriage for decades. They want children. God had told them that they would have a son. But how? Instead of waiting and trusting the Lord, they took things into their own hands.


Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. (Genesis 16:1-2)



If you’re thinking this sounds like something from TMZ or some wild reality TV show, you’re right!

In this case, desperation led to dysfunction. Abraham slept with Hagar and she conceived a son who would be named Ishmael. This one act would alter the course of human history.

As you might imagine and to the surprise of no one, this doesn’t end well. Sarah immediately resented Hagar and dealt with her so harshly that Hagar had no other choice but to leave.

I think we can all agree, this is one messed up family story. But you may be reading this thinking, “Nick, you have no idea how jacked up my family is!”

There is something about family problems, relational tensions, health challenges, and flat-out dysfunction that cuts deeper than just friendships or casual relationships at the office.

When desperation hits your family, life stops. When your parent gets a bad diagnosis, when your child is walking through problems at school, when your spouse loses their job, it’s horrible. These situations can be paralyzing, overwhelming, and quite disheartening.

Hagar found herself in a family web that was as complex as you can get! Yet hers is just one of many broken stories of real people in the Bible.

One of the proofs of the authenticity of Scripture is that it doesn’t hold back. It doesn’t dance over sin. The Bible tells it like it is and it holds no punches.

Abraham and Sarah did the wrong thing, and it is written for all to see throughout history. We see a lot of brokenness in people and in families throughout the Bible, but this only makes the case!

A wife who willingly asks her husband to sleep with another woman? Who does that? This same wife then goes back on the whole plan, resents the other woman, and causes further harm in the situation.

Here you have this pregnant woman, who according to Genesis 16, fled into the wilderness and is sitting by a spring of water as she contemplates the destructiveness of the entire situation. There she is visited by an angel of the Lord.

In case you’re wondering, God knows when to find you. He knows that sometimes brokenness and dysfunction in the family have a unique way of taking you to the deserts of life. Sometimes you find yourself there not because of your own decisions, but because of someone else’s sins committed against you. This is Hagar’s life story. God will meet you in that same place.

The angel tells her that God has seen her affliction, she is to call this son Ishmael, and that she should return to the home of Abraham and Sarah. As you can imagine, Hagar was overwhelmed by the message. It was here that she expressed some of the most powerful words about God that we find anywhere in the Old Testament.


So she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.” (Genesis 16:13)



When we get desperate, especially when it involves our families, we quickly believe that we are not seen by God. When we don’t know what to do, we utter phrases like, “Why me? Where is God? Does He not see what I’m dealing with?”

In other words, doubt quickly enters the picture. We doubt that God is good, we doubt that He is present, and we doubt that He sees what we’re walking through. Before we know it, we’re at a very dark place all because we doubt that God is a God who sees.

The most encouraging thing amid a sad and fractured family story is this simple principle – God sees what you’re walking through. He knows the place where you are. He understands it even better than you do.

The Scriptures give us such a large view of who God is. In the wilderness of life, God knows just where to find us and knows just what to say. If you’re walking through family brokenness and dysfunction, God sees you. If you don’t know what to do, God sees you.

Here’s a faith-building statement to bank your life upon when you’re desperate for God to move in your family – I believe God sees me and I am putting this situation into His hands.

The message of the angel of God to Hagar essentially points out the failures of Abraham and Sarah. They failed to recognize that God had seen them in their barrenness. They failed to place the timing and fulfillment of their calling in the hands of God. Instead, they acted in sin by taking it into their own hands and having a servant sleep with Abraham.

Here’s a good reminder at the close of this chapter: When you do things your own way, brokenness and dysfunction ensue. When you do things God’s way, health and growth take place. Which way will you choose?




When You Don’t Know What to Do – Do This

Surrender control to God

If you’re in a situation in your family where you don’t know what to do, it’s time to lean into the Lord. If you’re desperate for God to move in your marriage, in the life of your children, or in the health of a parent, it’s time to put into practice what this chapter has been all about.

Start by placing your hand out in front of you with an open palm.

Now think about this: anytime you take things out of God’s hands and put them into your own, you are setting yourself up for failure and heartache. Anytime you place things back into the hands of God through surrender, you find peace and hope. Which one are you currently doing?

When you don’t know what to do, it’s easy to begin grasping for some sense of control. Here’s what you need to realize – God is Sovereign and all things are under His control. His hands are guiding you every step of the way.

Would you utter these words to God right now, palms open and with a heart of surrender: “I believe that you see me and I am putting this situation into your hands.”





Discussion Questions


	Open palm or clenched fist, which way are your hands toward God right now regarding your family?


	Hagar’s name for God is “the God who sees.” When have you most needed to hear “I see you” from God?


	Abraham and Sarah took matters into their own hands when waiting got too hard. Where are you tempted to engineer God’s promise rather than wait for it?


	Brokenness brings about more brokenness, until someone breaks the cycle. What family cycle is yours to break?


	What would surrender look like for the specific situation in your family right now?












1. “So she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, ‘You are a God of seeing,’ for she said, ‘Truly here I have seen him who looks after me’” (ESV). Hagar’s words after the angel of the Lord found her by a spring in the wilderness, the only place in Scripture where a human gives God a name. El Roi: the God who sees. Read in context →



2. Genesis 16. Read in context on BibleGateway →



3. Genesis 12. Read in context on BibleGateway →



4. Abraham. Patriarch of Israel, originally a Mesopotamian from the city of Ur. Around age 75 God called him to leave his country with a covenant promise to make his descendants a great nation and to bless the whole earth through them. He failed badly twice (passing his wife off as his sister to foreign kings), tried to fulfill the promise on his own through Hagar, and finally received Isaac at age 100. Paul calls every believer his ‘spiritual offspring’ (Galatians 3:29).



5. Sarah. Wife and half-sister of Abraham, originally named Sarai. Childless for the first nine decades of her marriage, she eventually gave her servant Hagar to Abraham as a surrogate, then drove her out when Hagar conceived. She laughed when God told Abraham she’d bear a son at 90, and named the boy Isaac (‘he laughs’) when he arrived. The New Testament holds her up as a model of faith (Hebrews 11:11).



6. Genesis 12:1-3. Read in context on BibleGateway →



7. Galatians 3:29. Read in context on BibleGateway →



8. Hagar. Egyptian servant in Sarah’s household. Pressured into bearing Abraham’s first son Ishmael, she fled into the wilderness when Sarah turned on her, and there became the only person in Scripture to give God a name. She called him El Roi, ‘the God who sees me’ (Genesis 16:13). Years later she was driven out a second time with her teenage son and nearly died of thirst before God intervened. Muslims trace Islam’s lineage through her and Ishmael.



9. Genesis 16:1-2. Read in context on BibleGateway →



10. Genesis 16:13. Read in context on BibleGateway →





CHAPTER 4: When I Get Off Track


1 Samuel 28:17-18 And Samuel said, “Why then do you ask me, since the Lord has turned from you and become your enemy? The Lord has done to you as he spoke by me, for the Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David.”



DO YOU REMEMBER playing with dominoes as a kid?

You’d spend an hour lining up those dominoes one by one. And if you were all in, you’d go around furniture and into the next room, all in expectation of the moment when you would hit the first one and all of the others would come crashing down one after another.

What took an hour to set up would take all of seven seconds to fall down.

Did you ever accidentally hit one and send them all crashing at the wrong time? Or maybe it was that annoying younger sibling who thought it would be fun to ruin all your hard work and steal your joy by making them fall.

What a massive disappointment! You were left without the satisfaction of a job completed because things just got out of control. You didn’t intend for those dominoes to fall, but as soon as they started, they were impossible to stop.

Life can feel a little bit like dominoes at times. You make one wrong decision, and before you know it, it leads to more wrong decisions, and you find yourself getting completely off track.

Take your diet. You start the month of January with a new gym membership and you swear to yourself that you won’t eat sweets for the entire month. Then you have to go to that birthday party. You don’t even want to go, but you have to take your child to one of those lovely, convenient, Saturday morning birthday parties.

As you’re about to leave the party, one of the parents offers you and the other adults standing around a piece of cookie cake.

“I can’t do that,” you think to yourself. “I’ve committed to not eat sweets for the entire month!”

Then you look down at the plate that is extended before you, and you see that soft, delicate cookie full of black and white icing looking back at you. They even handed you a piece with so much icing that it displays part of the word “happy.”

That’s all you want in life – just to be happy. You think to yourself, “Cookie cake makes me happy.” So you relent. You decide to have just one bite. But that turns into another, that turns into a second and third piece of cookie cake.

Before you know it, you end up picking up a pizza on your way home and consuming most of it yourself. You figure, “I’ve already ruined today, I might as well have more dessert before bed,” and you down some Oreos.

You wake up the next day determined to get back on track, but the initial choice of just one bite turns into a new day of making bad decisions. You lie to your gym buddies who are holding you accountable, and you quickly return to the pattern of looking toward the back of your closet for the “stretchy-pants.”

Sin works in much of the same way. Nobody ever intends to end up in a massive, life-altering sin. It always begins with a little step.

We tell ourselves lies like, This will make me happy … It’s not hurting anybody … I’m just under so much stress … It’s not that big of a deal … I promise it’ll just be this one time, then I’ll stop.

Before you know it, you’re deeper in sin than you ever intended. As the saying goes, “Sin will take you further than you wanted to go, keep you longer than you wanted to stay, and cost you more than you are willing to pay.”

Have you ever fallen into this pattern of sin? You try to stop, but there’s so much in motion and so much is riding on the lies, deceit, and sin that you just keep going. You wake up one day and find yourself completely off track in life.

Disobedience breeds disobedience. The first domino of going against God often sets off a chain reaction where you lose control of the situation completely.

This is what happened to King Saul. He started as a man of such promise. Things were looking so good. He seemed like a king, even looked like a king. But over the course of his life, you see the dominoes falling and that he was never quite able to stop them from moving in the wrong direction.

We find the dominoes of Saul’s life already in motion in 1 Samuel 28 when we learn about the death of Samuel.


Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried him in Ramah, his own city. (1 Samuel 28:3a)



Samuel served as a judge, prophet, and priest during the time of Saul. It’s appropriate to say that he even served as somewhat of a spiritual father and guide to this first king of Israel.

Now Samuel has died, and immediately you sense the void of spiritual leadership. Whenever there is a void in spiritual leadership, the enemy will always try to fill that gap with the wrong things.

This can happen in a family setting. This can happen in a church. This could even happen on a team, in a school, or in a business environment. It’s never good when there is a gap of spiritual leadership that is left unfilled.

Saul, in his own spiritual immaturity, got desperate for help within this void of leadership. Here’s how the Bible records this part of the story:


And Saul had put the mediums and the necromancers out of the land. The Philistines assembled and came and encamped at Shunem. And Saul gathered all Israel, and they encamped at Gilboa. When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly. And when Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord did not answer him, either by dreams, or by Urim, or by prophets. Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek out for me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “Behold, there is a medium at En-dor.” (1 Samuel 28:3b-7)



Saul doesn’t know what to do. He’s faced with an army that desires to take his life and the lives of his people. In his fear and trepidation, he is driven to an ungodly action.

What is often missed in this story is that he actually did the right thing first. He was so driven by fear of the Philistine army that he calls upon God for help. But God doesn’t answer him, nor speak to him in dreams or through a prophet.

In his impatience, King Saul did something crazy. Instead of waiting for God to speak and to give direction, he seeks a woman who is wickedly involved in the spirit realm. These practices and people were banned in Israel, which explains why Saul had to covertly find someone who was still practicing as a medium.

The next few verses are a pathetic picture of a king in disguise, traveling to this woman by night, all because there’s a void in leadership.

Desperation can make you do some crazy things. To be fair, this book is all about how desperation can be a good thing in your life, especially when you don’t know what to do. When you’re desperate for the Lord, that positions you to experience Him in a new and fresh way.

But as I mentioned in the previous chapter, it’s also important to notice that desperation can be a bad thing. There are unhealthy types of desperation in relationships. There can be unhealthy desperation for success in your life. There may even be seasons where you’re desperate for cookie cake … and that desperation ultimately leads you in a downward spiral.

Desperation drove Saul to do some godly things and some ungodly things. The king began in the right direction. He called upon the Lord. He tried to hear from God through the prophets. When God did not speak immediately, he took the ungodly route, abandoned ship, and turned to evil.

Every one of us has a choice to make in the middle of our desperation. Will we push through and wait for God? Or will we let our desperation drive us to wicked decisions? Will we trust the Lord with the details, or will we let the dominoes of our lives fall out of control, causing us to be more off track than we could have ever imagined?

What unfolds in Saul’s story is one of the wildest events you find anywhere in the Bible. Saul asks this medium to bring up Samuel from the dead.

Pretty quickly she notices that she has power beyond herself and realizes that Saul has deceived her and not revealed who he really is. As odd as it sounds, I believe this woman brings Samuel back from the dead not by her own power, but by the power of God. And I believe all of this happens to bring forth the Judgment of God.

Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?”

Saul answered, “I am in great distress, for the Philistines are warring against me, and God has turned away from me and answers me no more, either by prophets or by dreams. Therefore I have summoned you to tell me what I shall do.”

And Samuel said, “Why then do you ask me, since the Lord has turned from you and become your enemy? The Lord has done to you as he spoke by me, for the Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David.

Because you did not obey the voice of the Lord and did not carry out his fierce wrath against Amalek, therefore the Lord has done this thing to you this day. Moreover, the Lord will give Israel also with you into the hand of the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons shall be with me. The Lord will give the army of Israel also into the hand of the Philistines.”

Then Saul fell at once full length on the ground, filled with fear because of the words of Samuel. And there was no strength in him, for he had eaten nothing all day and all night. (1 Samuel 28:15-20)

The message for Saul was one of judgment. God has turned away from you, He has torn the kingdom from your hand and given it to David, and you are about to die by the hand of the Philistines.

All of this was happening because of something that had previously taken place about a decade earlier. In 1 Samuel 15, Saul failed to obey God in destroying the people of Amalek. In other words, the first domino that fell and got Saul off track happened thirteen chapters earlier.

God had commanded Saul and the Israelites to inflict judgment on Amalek for their opposition to Israel on their way out of Egypt. Saul was clearly commanded to “…devote to destruction all that they have.” (1 Samuel 15:3)

King Saul and the Israelite army partially obeyed God. They devoted all the people to destruction but kept back some of the best of the livestock. Saul set up a monument to himself and planned to sacrifice these sheep and oxen to the Lord.

When Samuel heard what had happened, he was horrified that Saul had not obeyed God fully and he gave Saul these famous words, “…to obey is better than sacrifice.” (1 Samuel 15:22)

Here’s the point – Saul got off track way before 1 Samuel 28. The dominoes started falling in the wrong direction and in such rapid succession that it would ultimately cost Saul dearly.

Is this not how sin works in our lives? Sinful decisions made years ago turn into chaos back to haunt us. How many public examples can you think of where people made mistakes decades earlier that came to light in the present day and caused havoc?

Sin always gets us off track. Even the things we consider “small sins” often lead to more bad decisions, and before you know it, you find yourself watching the dominoes of your life falling one after another as you chase after trying to stop them.

It’s impossible to know how this story might have changed had Saul repented and turned to God. While there was initial sorrow by the king, the next several chapters unfold a story of immense jealousy toward David that would drive Saul to try to murder him.

Talk about finding yourself off track! How does a man who was on top of the world find himself so jealous, insecure, and broken with no hope for the future? It all begins with one small step of disobedience to God.

Let’s do an exercise together. This is similar to the exercise at the end of the last chapter. This time, make a fist with your hand. Then simply open your hand.

Stepping into sin is often like opening your hand. When you decide to disobey God, it is as if you are opening your hand, losing control of the situation and the consequences.

In 1 Kings 15, Saul “opened his hand” and the dominoes of his life began to fall. One decision of disobedience ended up changing the trajectory of the rest of his life.

What is even more sad than this is that there was no turning back to God after he knew he messed up.

No humility or repentance before God.

No acceptance of the fallout of his sin.

No honoring of David as the Lord’s next anointed. Saul just went deeper into sin and the dominoes of his life continued to fall.

I love going to the movies. The world has changed so much that I now watch more movies at home, but there’s something special about sitting in the theater. And there’s something heartwarming about seeing a happy ending – the couple did get together! The superhero did defeat the villain! The government did divert the giant asteroid, or alien ship, or whatever the story is and the world was saved! There’s nothing better than leaving the theater with a smile after seeing a huge box office hit.

Have you ever been to the movies and left disappointed? There was all the buildup and suspense, only for the credits to start rolling while you’re left there thinking to yourself, “That’s it?” Maybe it’s not just a bad ending, but a bad movie. The storyline was blah, the acting was blah, and the feeling you just left the theater with was blah.

Saul’s story ultimately ends with blah. There’s no happy ending, but instead a tragic one. The word from Samuel ultimately comes true. In 1 Samuel 31, Saul and his three sons are all killed in the battle with the Philistines.

It is a sad ending for a man who got off track and never could seem to get his life back on the rails. And it is a real story of a dejected man who could never humble himself before God and the next king.

As a result, his life ends with a sad conclusion. There was no testimony of “he made a mistake but got his life back on track.” Thankfully, your story doesn’t have to be the same.

Just look at Saul’s successor, David. His life story is full of ups and downs, right choices and wrong ones. But David, the man after God’s own heart, turns from his wrong and is restored to the Lord. While complexity and consequences still abounded in his life and family, he’s a man who finished life with a heart that was aligned with the purposes of God. (More to come in chapter 7 on this family’s brokenness)

History remembers these two men in vastly different ways. One as a man who lost control of his life. The other as an imperfect man with a heart that turned to God after his sin.

The moral of the story? Be David, not Saul. When you’re off track, turn back. If you’re reading this and you’re off track … you’re one moment of repentance away from restoration.




When You Don’t Know What to Do – Do This

Humble yourself

If you’re recognizing an area of your life that has gotten off track, don’t be like Saul.

Don’t get paralyzed by not knowing what to do next to get out of your mess. Don’t hunker down in pride, harden your heart, and make more bad decisions. Pride ruined Saul’s life and ultimately ended his own life.

Who knows how the end of Saul’s life would have changed if he had humbled himself before God and before David? Would we have a completely different view of Saul? Would we be pointing to him now as an example of a guy who got back on track? We’ll never know.

The people who have good endings are not the ones who lived a perfect life. Only Jesus could do that. People who finish well recognize when they step into sin and get off track, and they adjust accordingly with godly decisions.

In other words – they get desperate to see a change in their life. This desperation causes them to get right with God and with others. They humble themselves.

If this is you right now – if you’re the one who is off track – God is waiting for you to come back to Him. In fact, He’s calling you back to Him.

Confess where you’ve gone wrong and commit to walk in obedience. If you’ve wronged others, make it right. Own the wrong and apologize. Though you may not be able to avoid consequences, I do believe you can avoid disaster. The invitation to return to God is free and it is open to you.





Discussion Questions


	What were the early “dominoes”, the small compromises that started a slide, in a past season you’d rather forget?


	Saul kept partial obedience to God. Where in your life are you currently obeying partially? What would full obedience look like?


	Pride vs. humility. Saul vs. David. When was the last time you really humbled yourself before God? What did it take?


	Sin “takes you further than you wanted to go.” Have you experienced this? What got you back?


	Repentance, Nick says, is one moment away from restoration. What’s the moment of confession you’ve been postponing?












1. “And Samuel said, ‘Why then do you ask me, since the Lord has turned from you and become your enemy?…The Lord has done to you as he spoke by me, for the Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David’” (ESV). Samuel’s last words to Saul, delivered through a medium the night before Saul’s death, confirming the kingdom is already gone. Read in context →



2. Samuel. Israel’s last judge and first major prophet (late 11th century BC). Dedicated to temple service as a toddler by his mother Hannah, he grew up hearing God’s voice in the middle of the night. He anointed both Saul and David, and is the only prophet in Scripture ever recorded as returning from the dead, summoned by a medium for Saul on the eve of Saul’s death (1 Samuel 28).



3. David. Israel’s second king (c. 1010–970 BC). Anointed as a teenage shepherd, killed Goliath, spent a decade as a fugitive from Saul, reigned for 40 years, and wrote roughly half the Psalms, including the lament that anchors Chapter 5. He also slept with Bathsheba, had her husband killed, and watched his family implode (2 Samuel 11–18). Yet the Bible calls him ‘a man after God’s own heart,’ largely because of how thoroughly he repented when caught.



4. Saul. Israel’s first king (c. 1050–1010 BC). Tall, handsome, and reluctant, he was hiding among the baggage when Samuel announced him as king. He started strong but unraveled fast: half-obeyed God on the Amalekite campaign, became obsessed with murdering David, massacred a town of priests, and consulted a witch the night before his death. He died on Mt. Gilboa by his own sword to avoid Philistine capture, taking three of his sons with him in the same battle.



5. 1 Samuel 28. Read in context on BibleGateway →



6. 1 Samuel 28:3a. Read in context on BibleGateway →



7. Philistines. Aegean sea peoples, probably originally from Crete, who settled the coastal plain of Canaan around 1200 BC. Organized as a five-city confederacy: Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, and Gath. Technologically ahead of Israel (they had ironworking when Israel was still using bronze), and the dominant military threat through the era of the Judges and into Saul’s reign. Goliath of Gath was a Philistine.



8. 1 Samuel 28:3b-7. Read in context on BibleGateway →



9. Amalekites. Nomadic desert raiders descended from Esau’s grandson Amalek. They attacked Israel from the rear during the Exodus (Exodus 17), targeting stragglers and the weak. God declared lasting war against them in response (Deuteronomy 25:17–19). Centuries later Saul’s incomplete obedience in executing this judgment cost him his kingdom (1 Samuel 15), the domino that opens Chapter 4.



10. 1 Samuel 28:15-20. Read in context on BibleGateway →



11. 1 Samuel 15. Read in context on BibleGateway →



12. 1 Samuel 15:3. Read in context on BibleGateway →



13. 1 Samuel 15:22. Read in context on BibleGateway →



14. 1 Kings 15. Read in context on BibleGateway →



15. Repentance. From Greek metanoia, literally ‘change of mind’, but biblically much more than admitting fault. It’s a 180-degree turn: away from sin, toward God. Joel’s image (2:13) of ‘rending the heart, not the garments’ captures the difference between performative regret and the real thing. Performative repentance is feeling bad; biblical repentance is changing direction. The test is what you do tomorrow.



16. 1 Samuel 31. Read in context on BibleGateway →





CHAPTER 5: When God Seems Silent


Psalm 22:1-2 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest.



HAVE YOU EVER felt like God was silent in your life?

Some of you picked up this book and are reading this chapter with a very real awareness of the silence of God.

You find yourself at a place where you don’t know what to do, and the uncertainty is crushing you.

The silence of God is deafening.

It often looks like this … you try to pray, and you hear nothing. You read the Word, and you hear nothing. You seek a word from God, and you feel like He’s not speaking at all. You are desperate for God to move, and you feel like He’s sitting as still as a Colorado mountain.

These moments start to play mind games with us and before we know it, we start to look at God through the lens of what I call a “perceived inactivity.”

God is always moving. But to be frank, sometimes it just doesn’t feel like it. That’s what I mean by perceived inactivity. We wonder why God is not moving when suffering abounds. We wonder why He is not moving and setting things right that are wrong.

When this hits your life, it can rattle you both spiritually and emotionally.

You find yourself wrestling with things that maybe you’ve never struggled with in your life and in your faith.

Questions like “Is God really good?” fill your mind.

You start to wonder why God has allowed certain things to unfold the way they have in the life of your family.

You dwell on some instance of betrayal or about how things will never be the same.

You could look at circumstances you’ve endured and describe them as horrible, devastating, and sad … even unfair.

Can I take my pastor hat off for a moment? If I’m completely transparent, I’ve had moments where God has seemed silent. I’ve had moments that were so intense that it shook me to the core. I’ve asked questions that I never dreamed I would ask.

Those types of moments can bring us to a place of fear rather than faith. They can breed doubt and unbelief.

We can start to focus on the times when God didn’t do exactly what we wanted right when we wanted it. “If God didn’t step in during that situation in my life,” we begin to think, “why would He intervene in my situation now? Or in my future?”

For some of you, this is the backdrop of a story God has written in your own life. If this is you, you’re in good company.

Psalm 22 is an incredibly honest account from David in a moment when he is suffering, scared, and does not understand where God is.

If you were to write an account of your journey during a season where you didn’t know what to do and God seemed silent, it would most likely sound much like David’s does in Psalm 22.

This is not a straight path, but more of a roller coaster. He goes in and out of emotions both positive and negative, just like you and I do. He goes in and out of desperation, just like you and I do.

When I was a kid, I remember trying to burn ants with a magnifying glass. I had some other people do it or at least attempt it. I tried to capture the heat and intensity of the sun and punish those ants for no other reason than being ants. My attempts were in vain, and I ultimately failed. Perhaps it was the cheap, plastic toy magnifying glass I was trying to use.

The purpose of a magnifying glass is to magnify or enlarge whatever it is that you’re looking at. In the case of burning ants, it also intensifies the heat.

Why do I share all of this?

When you don’t know what to do next – when God appears silent in your life, when it seems like He is nowhere to be found – there is a certain magnification of your problems and the heat or pressure you feel. You begin to feel the intensity of the situation at a whole new level.

Another way to say it is that the silence of God feels magnified when certain things take place. This passage shows us several things in life that seem to magnify the silence of God.

First, the silence of God feels magnified when you feel abandoned. Have you ever felt abandoned by God? This is right where David is in this passage.


“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? … Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest.” (Psalm 22:1-2)



This passage may sound familiar because it’s a verse Jesus quoted on the cross. In fact, this Psalm is used or referenced fifteen different times in the New Testament, including four times in Matthew 27 when Jesus was on the cross.

Understand this – Psalm 22 was about David’s life, but this was ultimately pointing to Jesus who would later suffer on our behalf. In the worst moment of His suffering on this earth, Jesus felt the silence of God. He experienced physical anguish beyond belief and emotional torment that broke his heart.

Jesus was echoing the mind and heart of David.

Two things are being expressed: abandonment and distance. David is saying, “God, you have left me here alone and you are not anywhere close.”

You hear about the love of God, the goodness of God, the nearness of God, and the power of God to do whatever He wants. But what do you do when He seems unloving, when you don’t see His goodness, when He does not seem near and you don’t see His power on display?

You end up crying to God, “I’m praying, but you’re not talking back. I’m reaching out, but I feel no rest.”

I’ll never forget several years ago when I experienced these exact feelings.

I was walking through a devastating season that was filled with despair. I didn’t know what to do, and I found myself crying out to God on a regular basis. I didn’t understand why He wasn’t moving the way I thought He should have been moving. I couldn’t get a grip on why He felt so absent.

I felt abandoned.

It messed with my head. It messed with my theology.

As in most seasons of suffering, I would later understand that I was never abandoned. God was still good. He was still moving and working things for my good. But in that moment, I felt the sting of His silence.

Second, the silence of God feels magnified when you are criticized. We can all agree that it hurts to be criticized. It is often unfair and not based on truth. But any time you lead anything, you’ll get criticized.

You’ll get criticized by other parents when you try to lead your family in a certain way. You’ll get criticized for trying to live a godly life in your school. You’ll get criticized if you try to operate your business according to God’s values and commands.

The world we live in is in many ways driven by social media and by public pressure. You post the wrong thing, and you’ll be publicly scrutinized. You say the wrong thing, and you’ll be publicly canceled.

The further the culture goes, the more you need to prepare yourself to be openly scorned. You will be disparaged for any stance that upholds the clear commands given by God to us in the Bible.

Prepare for this little thing called criticism. It freely flows from the human heart and it hurts.

Here’s how David described it:


But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people. All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; “He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in him!” (Psalm 22:6-8)



Do you think David feels under pressure here? He uses the words scorned, despised, and mocked. People are mocking his faith, reviling him over the fact that He is trusting God for deliverance.

It’s impossible to live the Christian life apart from criticism. Every impactful Christian throughout history experienced suffering through criticism. If Jesus Himself suffered through criticism, why would we expect to be exempt?

In my office, I have a large picture on the wall of William Tyndale. He lived in England during the 1500’s and became the first person to translate the Bible from the original Hebrew and Greek into the English language.

In Tyndale’s day, you normally came to church and heard the priest read the Bible in Latin. Tyndale believed the people of the church needed the Bible in their own language to really understand what was being said.

What seems like a noble task to us was outlawed by the Catholic church at the time. This brutal, religious environment forced him to leave his homeland and spend the next twelve years translating the Bible in secret.

Eventually, he was found and arrested for this bold action. That’s right – arrested by the church for providing people with access to the Scriptures in their native language.

In October 1536, Tyndale was strangled and burned at the stake for this “crime.” After his body lay motionless in death, the authorities went to the extreme of blowing up what was left of him with gunpowder.

It’s easy to read a story like this and wonder why God allowed these things to happen. Why was God silent, at least in action? Surely his family stood by wondering why God would not step in and rescue a man who was simply trying to get the Scriptures into the people’s language.

As Tyndale was being strangled, his last words were a cry out to God; “Lord, open up the King of England’s eyes!”

Miraculously, two years later, the King of England (Henry VIII) declared that every church in England must have a copy of an English Bible.

Sometimes God is writing a story we can’t see and will never know. His “silence” and His “inaction” is always a part of a bigger story. Here you have a story of a man being criticized to such an extent that it cost him his life, yet God used it to build His Kingdom.

Third, the silence of God feels magnified when you feel surrounded. As David continues in Psalm 22, he begins to speak about people using various animal metaphors.


“Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help,” he writes. “Many bulls encompass me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me; they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion.” (Psalm 22:11-13)



Three verses later he describes the people who surround him as dogs.

What does he mean by bulls, lions, and dogs? These are all referencing cruel people who, like animals, desire to tear you apart. David feels as if these people are just waiting for the right moment to devour him.

Have you ever felt like people are standing ready to devour you at a moment’s notice?

The Scriptures describe people as just downright wicked. And there’s something about feeling surrounded, or like people are piling on, that is simply overwhelming.

This can happen in a ministry setting, in a school, within a friend group, in your office, or even within your own family.

When this happens, it’s easy to wonder, “Where are you God?” Think about the language David uses throughout these verses – encompass, surround, encircle. It’s terrifying when you feel like this.

Finally, the silence of God feels magnified when you feel empty. David speaks like an exhausted man.


“I am poured out like water,” he writes, “and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death.” (Psalm 22:14-15)



We all get hot. If you’re here today, I want to give you a word of caution: You’re not going to think clearly. You may not be able to withstand sin like you normally would. Everything will be magnified during this season, and if you’re not careful, you’ll end up walking down some paths that will lead you to unintended places.

Part of spiritual maturity is realizing when you’re at this place and adjusting your life accordingly.

I’ve found that on a regular basis, I’m the most empty, most vulnerable, and most easily tempted on Sunday nights. That’s right, the same day I preach the Bible to all is the day I feel the most prone to it.

For you, the timing may be different. The bottom line is you will find yourself at an empty place, and what you do next is critical.

Maybe you relate to the things I’ve just shared from Psalm 22. Maybe as you read this you feel abandoned, criticized, surrounded, or even empty – what do you do?

Here’s how David responded.


I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has not hidden his face from him, but he has heard, when he cried to him. From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will perform before those who fear him. The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord! May your hearts live forever! (Psalm 22:22-26)



He was confident, even in the silence and through all his sufferings, that God had heard him.

Here’s the truth from the Bible – God hears us when we cry out. Even if He doesn’t answer or doesn’t move in the way we feel He should move, He hears. When you don’t know what to do and you desperately call out to Him, hear this. That’s the confidence of today.

I’ve come to grips with the following things while I’ve faced my own times of feeling that God is silent.

I don’t have to understand everything to praise the Lord.

I don’t have to know the future to praise the Lord.

I don’t have to have all my “why’s” answered to praise the Lord.

I don’t have to be on the other side to praise the Lord.

The only thing I need to praise the Lord is the will and the mouth to praise the Lord.

David believed he should praise God publicly when it felt like the last thing he wanted to do.

When God seems silent, it’s time to praise Him in faith and believe that He hears us and that we can trust Him in the middle of our waiting.

What is waiting on the other side of your praise? Peace. Right-thinking. Faith. Joy. Context. Hope. More than anything, the Good Shepherd of the very next chapter (Psalm 23:1) waits on the other side of your praise.




When You Don’t Know What to Do – Do This

Trust the Lord

As believers, we are not to be driven by our feelings.

Feelings matter and they often can serve as a gauge, giving us an inside look at what’s going on in our hearts. But they are not in the driver’s seat. We are not ruled by our feelings.

We are truth people. We find that truth in the Bible.

When I say trust the Lord, I’m saying that you trust that even when God seems silent, He is there. Even when He seems absent, He is present. Even when He seems inactive, He’s working.

Pray something like this:

Lord, I trust that you are here and working even when I cannot see it or feel it. Today, I choose to trust that you are sovereign over every aspect of my life. You are good. You are working. You are with me. I choose to trust in the truth of God’s Word over my feelings.





Discussion Questions


	Abandoned, criticized, surrounded, empty, which of David’s four magnifiers of silence resonates with you most right now?


	Recall a season when God seemed silent but later, looking back, you saw he was working. What was happening in hindsight?


	Have you ever criticized God’s silence to other people? What’s the difference between honest lament (like Psalm 22) and faithless complaint?


	David chose to praise God “publicly when it felt like the last thing he wanted to do.” What public step of worship is God inviting you to take this week?


	Psalm 22 ends in praise that Psalm 23 picks up, “The LORD is my shepherd.” What’s on the other side of your silence?












1. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest” (ESV). David’s deepest lament, the same words Jesus quoted from the cross (Matthew 27:46). This psalm is referenced fifteen times in the New Testament. Read full chapter →



2. Psalm 22. Read in context on BibleGateway →



3. David. Israel’s second king (c. 1010–970 BC). Anointed as a teenage shepherd, killed Goliath, spent a decade as a fugitive from Saul, reigned for 40 years, and wrote roughly half the Psalms, including the lament that anchors Chapter 5. He also slept with Bathsheba, had her husband killed, and watched his family implode (2 Samuel 11–18). Yet the Bible calls him ‘a man after God’s own heart,’ largely because of how thoroughly he repented when caught.



4. Psalm 22:1-2. Read in context on BibleGateway →



5. Matthew 27. Read in context on BibleGateway →



6. Psalm 22:6-8. Read in context on BibleGateway →



7. William Tyndale. English Reformer and history’s most influential Bible translator. Working in exile in Antwerp, he became the first to translate the Bible into English directly from Hebrew and Greek. Both the Catholic Church and the English crown wanted him dead. After years on the run he was betrayed by a fellow Englishman, strangled, and burned at the stake near Brussels in 1536. His last recorded words: ‘Lord, open the King of England’s eyes.’ Within four years Henry VIII authorized an English Bible, roughly 80% of it verbatim Tyndale.



8. Psalm 22:11-13. Read in context on BibleGateway →



9. Psalm 22:14-15. Read in context on BibleGateway →



10. Psalm 22:22-26. Read in context on BibleGateway →



11. Psalm 23:1. Read in context on BibleGateway →



12. Psalm 23. Read in context on BibleGateway →





CHAPTER 6: When I Need Healing


Luke 8:47-48 And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.”



ONE NIGHT WHEN I was in kindergarten, I was playing with my brother in my parents’ bathroom when I found something in a closet that I thought was funny: a woman’s wig.

What did my five-year-old mind tell me to do?

Put it on!

I followed that urge and promptly put it on to get a laugh out of the family. For some reason, my parents did not find it as funny as I did, and they sat us down for a talk.

As a pastor’s kid, any time there is a “family meeting,” you live with the dread that you are going to move. Were we moving? Was there other news? Were the Dallas Cowboys inquiring if I was ready to make the leap to the NFL? Or maybe I had done something wrong in dancing around in a woman’s wig?

My kindergarten mind could not begin to fathom what came out of their mouths. My mom had cancer. My thirty-five-year-old mother had … cancer.

By the way, what is cancer? I can remember my young mind trying to process that my mom was sick and was going to have to take medicine over an extended period of time. I asked my dad, “Why can’t they give her the medicine all at the same time?” He responded, “Because it would kill her.”

You don’t have to be very old to realize that this was a serious situation. When you’re five and you’re told news like this, you don’t know what to do. Frankly, you don’t know what to do regardless of how old you are when you get news like this.

We began a journey that many other families go on – diagnosis, surgery, chemotherapy, and radiation.

I learned early on what it meant to be desperate for God to bring healing. Thankfully, the Lord healed her after treatment and the countless prayers of many family, friends, and church members, and she has been cancer free since that time.

During my childhood, her license plate was the Hebrew word, “rophe,” which pointed to Jehovah Rophe, “the Lord who heals.” I will never forget the visits to the doctors, the wigs, or the hair wraps she would wear in the mornings when she took me to school.

There may be nothing that marks a person, or in this case a family, more than a situation where you’re desperate for God to bring healing.

There’s a sense of helplessness any time your health is stripped from you or someone you love. One word from the doctor can change everything. What seemed important before the appointment is no longer important. What was normal before you walked into the doctor’s office has now been shattered.

All of this has a way of causing you to think, “I don’t know what to do.”

As a pastor, dealing with health challenges is a normal part of the job. It’s a regular occurrence to be on the phone with a church member who has just received a bad word from the doctor or is about to enter surgery.

Unfortunately, death is also common. A sudden thing or after a prolonged illness, death is heartbreaking. I’ve buried children, moms and dads, grandmas and grandpas. They’re all difficult.

I don’t know how people make it through challenges in their health or how they deal with death apart from a relationship with Christ.

Even in Biblical times, there was something about illness that led people to desperation. By the time the early chapters of Luke happened, Jesus was already known as a healer. He had cast demons out of people, healed lepers and paralytics, brought a guy back to life, and healed others.

The moral of the story is this – if you’re sick, you’ve got to get to Jesus!

Luke 8 describes two different scenes that are taking place at the same time with two people who were both desperate for Jesus to bring healing.

The story begins with Jesus making His way through the crowd when he is approached by Jairus, a father in need of healing for his daughter.

Jairus was a prominent man, “a ruler of the synagogue,” according to the Bible. Yet in his desperation, this man fell on his face before Jesus, frantic for Him to do something about his daughter who was dying.

We probably underestimate the gravity of this man falling down before Jesus in such a public manner because the scene fades into the background as the Bible describes that there were so many people around Jesus that “the people pressed around him” in quite the chaotic situation.

The story shifts its focus to a woman who had a discharge of blood for twelve years. No doctor had been able to heal her. She was one of those people pressing around Jesus, and in her desperation, she intentionally did something to receive healing.

The Bible tells us that she simply touched the fringe of Jesus’ garment, and immediately she was healed.

At that exact moment, Jesus felt power go out from him and promptly asked the disciples, “Who touched me?”

The disciples were confused at Jesus’ question, considering there were people everywhere who were crowded around Him and touching Him. The woman, recognizing she had been found out, confesses what had happened.


And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” (Luke 8:47-48)



Two things are interesting to note here.

One, the woman believed that if she just touched the edge of the garment of Jesus, she would be healed.

And two, Jesus did not rebuke her but praised her for her faith.

This woman recognized what each one of us must come to grips with: God is the One who brings healing. He may choose to use doctors, alongside the medicines and trips to the hospital to bring healing to a person’s body, but He is ultimately responsible. God also can do what the docs in this story can’t – He can bring immediate healing.

As Jesus was speaking to this healed woman, someone came up to Jairus and told him that his daughter had died.

What a scene this is. One has just received healing; another has just been told of a family member’s death.

Immediately, Jesus looked at this brokenhearted father and said, “Do not fear, only believe, and she will be well.” (Luke 8:50) Then Jesus went to the home of Jairus and resurrected this little girl from the dead, much to the amazement of her parents and the rest of the crowd who had gathered there.

In both stories, Jesus pointed to the aspect of faith in healing. For the woman, He declared that her faith had made her well. For Jairus, He told him to believe and his daughter would be well.

The book of James echoes this when we’re told to call for the elders of the church to lay their hands on those who are sick and pray in faith.

Some take passages like this and demean those who are sick or have loved ones die as those who “did not have enough faith.” That’s what you call heresy.

People get sick and die for a number of reasons. I believe the Bible gives at least four.

One, we live in a fallen world. One of the fallouts of sin entering the world in Genesis 3 is that brokenness ensued. Not only did it break the world, but it broke us. Our bodies age, get sick, and we ultimately die – all because of the fall of man in Genesis. No one escapes this reality.

Two, we make sinful choices. This can be as simple as a pattern of gluttony that leads to an unhealthy body. This can also be as serious as when King Uzziah disobeyed God and got leprosy. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians that those who took the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner got sick and even died.

Sin has consequences, and the Bible gives at least some examples of those who got sick because of sinful choices. Don’t jump on the crazy train and find a demon behind every head cold but also don’t neglect to examine your own life when you find yourself sick.

Three, we experience Satanic attack. Job is the ultimate example of this. Not only did he get sick – boils on his body from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head – but he lost every one of his kids because of Satanic attack.

The New Testament is full of examples of people who appear sick physically or emotionally, only to have a demon cast out of them and become healed. Sometimes Satan attacks people in this manner.

Four, we are placed in a position to see the glory of God. There is perhaps no greater megaphone to the world than when the glory of God is displayed through a Christian who is walking through sickness or disease with grace and faith.

In John 9, we read a story of a man blind since birth. People asked Jesus, “Who sinned, this man or his parents?” (John 9:2) This question wrongly assumed that someone’s sin was the reason for the blindness.

Jesus replied, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.” (John 9:3)

In other words, this man was blind so that the power of God might be displayed through his healing!

Sometimes God wants to show His glory in death, other times it’s through His sustaining grace in prolonged illness and chronic pain. And yet other times, He shows His power and glory by healing someone’s sickness.

Those four Biblical reasons tell us that it is short-sighted and unhelpful to point to a lack of faith as the reason someone is sick or diseased. It is also unwise and unkind to tell a fellow Christian that if they had more faith, their loved one would not have died.

The Bible gives a much broader picture of why people are sick, and mature followers of Jesus will consider that entire picture. Which of these four reasons may describe your own illness or that of someone you love?




When You Don’t Know What to Do – Do This

Look to the Lord

To obey the words of Jesus in Luke 8 is to look at all health challenges through the lens of faith. The two people in this story were encouraged toward a life of faith, and God desires faith from us when we face a diagnosis or disease.

What does faith look like during a health challenge?

We must look first and foremost to God for healing. We are not putting our faith in a doctor, a hospital, or even a treatment. We believe God is the One who determines healing. If you find yourself or a loved one in the middle of being desperate for God to heal, turn to God in faith! Let this trial be something that grows your dependence on the Lord. You win in the Christian life any time you let the trials of life push you closer to Jesus.

We must also take hold of the gifts God has given us in doctors and medicine. The Christian life is not anti-medicine in the name of “having faith.” If you have appendicitis but neglect to go to the hospital because you want to “pray it through,” you’re probably going to die!

God is the ultimate giver of wisdom, and He has given insight to certain people with the training to help bring healing to our broken bodies. If you’re sick or concerned about something in your body, go see a doctor! That is not anti-faith, but appropriate stewardship of the body God has given you.

We must surrender to God’s plan, especially when you don’t know what to do. I have no doubt that some of you are thinking, “I have looked to the Lord. I have begged for healing. We have been to doctor after doctor to no avail.”

You don’t know what else you can do.

Surrender your health to the Lord.

Surrender your loved one to the Lord.

Let your desperation drive you to growth.

Let the temporary challenges in your body reap eternal fruit in your soul.

God can use anything in our lives to make us more like Him. Even things like cancer, tumors, mental health challenges, and broken bones can be instruments in the hand of God to conform us into His image. Let God do the work in you!





Discussion Questions


	Nick names four reasons people get sick, fallen world, sin, satanic attack, the glory of God. Which framework are you tempted to default to, and which one might you be neglecting?


	The woman with the bleeding believed if she just touched Jesus’ garment, she’d be healed. What’s your version of “just touching the hem”?


	Have you ever conflated lack of healing with lack of faith, in yourself or someone else? What do you do with that now?


	Who in your life is currently in the middle of a health crisis? How will you pray for and support them this week?


	Surrender to God’s plan when you don’t know what to do. What surrender, specifically, is God asking of you right now?












1. “And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. And he said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace’” (ESV). The hemorrhaging woman who reached for Jesus’ hem, a public confession of a private healing, and Jesus’ tender response. Read in context →



2. Luke 8. Read in context on BibleGateway →



3. Jairus. Synagogue leader in Capernaum whose desperate appeal to Jesus is one of the tenderest healing stories in the Gospels. While Jesus was on the way to his dying daughter, a hemorrhaging woman interrupted with her own healing, and the girl died in the delay. Jesus arrived to find professional mourners already wailing, dismissed them with ‘she’s not dead but sleeping,’ and raised the twelve-year-old by taking her hand and saying ‘little girl, get up’ (Mark 5:41).



4. Luke 8:47-48. Read in context on BibleGateway →



5. Luke 8:50. Read in context on BibleGateway →



6. Genesis 3. Read in context on BibleGateway →



7. Job. Wealthy, righteous landowner from Uz (probably modern-day Jordan or northern Arabia). His story is the Bible’s longest sustained meditation on undeserved suffering. In a single day he lost his ten children, his health, and his wealth, the unwitting subject of a contest between God and Satan. Three ‘comforters’ arrived and delivered 30 chapters of bad theology. He never gets an answer to ‘why’. God’s response is a four-chapter tour of the universe, but he ends with a deeper view of God than he started with.



8. John 9. Read in context on BibleGateway →



9. John 9:2. Read in context on BibleGateway →



10. John 9:3. Read in context on BibleGateway →





CHAPTER 7: When I Get Betrayed


2 Samuel 15:4-6 Then Absalom would say, “Oh that I were judge in the land! Then every man with a dispute or cause might come to me, and I would give him justice.” And when a man came near to pay homage to him, he would put out his hand and take hold of him and kiss him. Thus Absalom did to all of Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.



OUR FIRST REAL taste of betrayal is hard.

I’m not talking about the little things we experienced as a kid when we were playing on the playground.

“Why didn’t they pick me for their kickball team?” Or “Why is he talking to the girl I like?” Or, “Why is she so mean to me when she’s so nice to the other girls?”

Little things like that are not betrayal. They may be inconsiderate or inconvenient. But I’m talking about the real-life situations of betrayal where everything that was no longer is. I’m talking about infidelity, physical abuse, financial betrayal, emotional abandonment, or painful betrayals of trust from some other form.

The family that’s been abandoned by their father.

The businessperson who’s left bankrupt by a partner who embezzled company funds.

The friend who learns that a deeply personal secret has been shared with others.

When this happens, it often leaves us with no sense of what to do next.

I don’t know of a worse feeling in the world than being betrayed. When you open your heart and life to someone you felt you could trust, only to have that trust shattered, it’s devastating.

This can happen within a family, between close friends, or even within a church or business. Wherever, whenever, and however it happens, it’s absolutely demoralizing.

Betrayal often becomes the reason many people are unable to have healthy relationships. They were hurt at some point in their life and were never able to recover.

If you’ve ever been through deep betrayal, you know it can be disorienting. You don’t know who to trust. You don’t know how to move forward. It can cause things that have been normal and routine to be abnormal and frankly, just off.

Before you know it, you shrink back in fear of getting hurt again and you go into a shell. You cut yourself off from other people and live in the grip of loneliness. You become unable to open up with others.

Guarded people are usually just hurt people.

Betrayal often causes you to put some seeds in the ground of your heart that ultimately end up uprooting into harmful things that unintentionally take hold of your life. Things like cynicism, bitterness, and anger begin to take root in your life.

This is just like Satan. He’ll turn a situation where you were sinned against into a situation in which you are now the sinner.

When you feel justified in your pain, it’s all too easy to react in ungodly ways. It’s easy to get desperate when you are betrayed. You get desperate for real friends who won’t hurt you. You get desperate for protection at all costs. You get desperate for God to heal some things that are so deep that you don’t even know where to start.

Of all types of betrayal, family betrayal is the most difficult.

In 2 Samuel, King David experienced a devastating blow within his family.

This is not to say that he had the perfect family before this moment. In fact, David’s family looked more like an unstable reality TV family than the family of “a man after God’s own heart.”

His father-in-law was jealous of him and tried to kill him. David betrayed his own family when he stepped into an affair with Bathsheba. The story continues to spiral down as you read that Amnon, one of David’s sons, raped his own sister, Tamar.

This would prove to be the breaking point for this family moving forward, as it would be for just about any family after such a tragic, twisted betrayal. One of David’s other sons, Absalom, took vengeance for his sister and killed Amnon.

Never forget – brokenness brings about more brokenness. Dysfunction breeds dysfunction. You have the brokenness of David’s sexual sin. Amnon then committed sexual sin against his sister. Then Absalom killed Amnon.

It is a spiraling, disturbing story of how one family stacked brokenness on top of brokenness.

You may have come from a broken family. Maybe it was broken through divorce, through betrayal, or through sexual immorality of some sort like in this story.

At some point, someone in your family must break the cycle through the power of God. David didn’t, nor did Amnon or Absalom. Unless someone breaks the cycle, it is normal to see a son or daughter follow in the same sinful steps of their mother or father.

As any father would be, even in the conflicted wickedness of this story, David is grieved over Amnon’s death. Absalom fled from his father the king and lived for three years in Geshur, about a hundred miles from Jerusalem.

Eventually Absalom was allowed to return, but for the next two years he could not be in King David’s presence. It wasn’t until five years after Absalom had killed Amnon that he was face to face again with his father.

Talk about family dysfunction to the max! This certainly served as fuel for the betrayal of Absalom against David that begins in 2 Samuel 15.


And Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the way of the gate. And when any man had a dispute to come before the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and say, “From what city are you?” And when he said, “Your servant is of such and such a tribe in Israel,” Absalom would say to him, “See, your claims are good and right, but there is no man designated by the king to hear you.” Then Absalom would say, “Oh that I were judge in the land! Then every man with a dispute or cause might come to me, and I would give him justice.” And whenever a man came near to pay homage to him, he would put out his hand and take hold of him and kiss him. Thus Absalom did to all of Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. (2 Samuel 15:2-6)



The story gets much worse. After years of gathering a following, Absalom contrived a plan to announce that he was the new king. David then fled Jerusalem, where Absalom would return in power.

Soon the armies of the two men battle. In a strange event, Absalom’s hair gets stuck in a tree, and he is killed by a soldier in David’s army (against his wishes).

Absalom’s betrayal is identical to how betrayal often goes in life. In pride, people position themselves to get what they want, stealing the hearts of people while building a following. This often comes at the expense and humiliation of the other person.

In every case of betrayal, there is a conniving spirit that conspires to do something wrong behind the scenes away from the notice of others.

Ultimately, betrayal is an attempt at control. Those who betray want to control you, control the situation, and control the appearance of the situation.

Have you ever experienced this? Absalom did all those things to satisfy his desire for power.

In his book A Tale of Three Kings, Gene Edwards writes a fictional tale that fills in the gaps of the stories of Saul, David, and Absalom. It is packed full of spiritual principles of leadership, brokenness, pride, and humility. In his section on Absalom, Edwards writes,


“I tell you emphatically, no rebellion in the kingdom of God is proper, nor can it ever be blessed. … In the spiritual realm, those who lead rebellions have already proven, no matter how grandiose their words or angelic their ways, that they have a critical nature, an unprincipled character, and hidden motives in their hearts. Frankly they are thieves. … God never honors division in his realm.”[2]



In his lust and desperation for power, Absalom divided a kingdom and betrayed his father. What was the driving force behind this betrayal? Power!

This still plays out in businesses, families, and churches. People have a desire to get to the top of the ladder and are willing to trample anyone and everyone in their journey – even if it requires betraying others along the way.

Throughout your life, you will encounter people with the spirit of Absalom. They are driven by a thirst for power and will connive, lie, and betray to get what they want.

You will be betrayed at some point.

What an encouraging word!

The real question is, how are we to respond to others when they treat us like this? How are we to react when we get betrayed by family members, friends, or co-workers?

David models what it looks like to be a godly man in the middle of betrayal. Look at what the Bible teaches us about how he responded.

He wanted his enemy to be protected. He gave specific instructions for his army to “deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.” (2 Samuel 18:5) Even though his own son had betrayed him and become his enemy, he still wanted him protected and was upset when the orders weren’t followed.

He grieved over his enemy’s death. There was no rejoicing in the downfall of Absalom. The Bible records the words of David when he heard the news as, “…O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!” (2 Samuel 18:33)

He extended mercy to others who had followed Absalom. A man named Shemei fell down before King David, apologizing for his own betrayal against the king. Instead of taking his life, David extended mercy and spared the life of another of his enemies.

What a model this is for us to follow. When wronged, we should still seek the protection of the other person’s reputation. We should grieve their downfall. We should be one who gives mercy to others. As R.T. Kendall writes in his classic book, Total Forgiveness,


“Graciousness is shown by what you don’t say, even if what you could say should be true. Self-righteous people find it almost impossible to be gracious; they claim always to be after ‘the truth,’ no matter the cost. Total forgiveness sometimes means overlooking what you perceive to be the truth and not letting on about anything that could damage another person.”[3]



That is the model of David.

When you find yourself desperate for God during betrayal, you must turn the consequences over to Him. He sees what has happened. He knows, even more than you, all the behind-the-scenes details. He can guard your reputation. He can also settle the score. Judgment and vengeance is in the Lord’s hands, not yours.[b] Trust Him enough to let go of the offense and entrust it to Him.




When You Don’t Know What to Do – Do This

Forgive

Forgiving those who have hurt you may be the hardest thing you will ever do in your life. In fact, that idea may be nauseating to you. What you’ll find is that by freeing them, you will indeed become free. As much as forgiveness is for the other person, you are often the greatest benefactor of the act of forgiveness.

How do you forgive?

Do it immediately. Write down the names of the people who have hurt you and, in this moment, tell the Lord you are choosing to forgive them for the wrongs they have done against you.

Do it continually. Your life is probably like my life – certain places, certain people, alongside of other things have a way of reminding me of the wrong that a person did against me. I’ve found I must come to continual places of immediate forgiveness. When I am reminded of that pain, and get mad or hurt again, I must choose to forgive again.

Do it graciously. When you could ruin someone’s reputation, choose graciousness. When you could destroy their character, choose graciousness. This doesn’t come naturally, but it can happen through a supernatural work of God in your life. If this seems impossible to live out, ask the Holy Spirit to help you and watch Him empower you for every step of the journey.





Discussion Questions


	Have you been Absalom or been Absalomed? What does it take to recognize when you are the betrayer, not just the betrayed?


	Cynicism, bitterness, and anger take root through betrayal. Which of these has the deepest roots in you right now?


	David protected his enemy’s reputation even after Absalom’s betrayal. Whose reputation are you tempted to damage, and what would graciousness look like instead?


	R.T. Kendall says total forgiveness is internal, even when reconciliation is impossible. Who do you need to forgive this week, regardless of whether they ever apologize?


	What lie about yourself, or about God, did betrayal teach you that you now need to unlearn?












1. “Then Absalom would say, ‘Oh that I were judge in the land! Then every man with a dispute or cause might come to me, and I would give him justice.’…So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel” (ESV). The slow politics of betrayal, four years of Absalom positioning himself at the city gate before launching the coup that drove David out of Jerusalem. Read in context →



2. Absalom. David’s third son, famously good-looking, with hair so thick it weighed several pounds when cut annually. He avenged his sister Tamar’s rape by murdering his half-brother Amnon, fled for three years, was reconciled with his father, then spent four years quietly building a rival following before launching a coup. The rebellion drove David out of Jerusalem and ended when Absalom’s hair got tangled in an oak tree, leaving him suspended in midair as David’s men killed him.



3. David. Israel’s second king (c. 1010–970 BC). Anointed as a teenage shepherd, killed Goliath, spent a decade as a fugitive from Saul, reigned for 40 years, and wrote roughly half the Psalms, including the lament that anchors Chapter 5. He also slept with Bathsheba, had her husband killed, and watched his family implode (2 Samuel 11–18). Yet the Bible calls him ‘a man after God’s own heart,’ largely because of how thoroughly he repented when caught.



4. 2 Samuel 15. Read in context on BibleGateway →



5. 2 Samuel 15:2-6. Read in context on BibleGateway →



6. Saul. Israel’s first king (c. 1050–1010 BC). Tall, handsome, and reluctant, he was hiding among the baggage when Samuel announced him as king. He started strong but unraveled fast: half-obeyed God on the Amalekite campaign, became obsessed with murdering David, massacred a town of priests, and consulted a witch the night before his death. He died on Mt. Gilboa by his own sword to avoid Philistine capture, taking three of his sons with him in the same battle.



7. 2 Samuel 18:5. Read in context on BibleGateway →



8. 2 Samuel 18:33. Read in context on BibleGateway →



9. R.T. Kendall (b. 1935). American-British Reformed pastor. Pastored Westminster Chapel in central London for 25 years (1977–2002), succeeding Martyn Lloyd-Jones. Total Forgiveness (2002) emerged from his own decades-long battle with bitterness toward people who had wronged him; he has described writing it as one of the most hardest things he ever did.





CHAPTER 8: When I Feel Exhausted


1 Kings 17:2-7 And the word of the Lord came to him: “Depart from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” So he went and did according to the word of the Lord. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan. And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook. And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.



I LOVE the Dallas Cowboys. I love them because I love Jesus and because they are America’s Team.

One of my favorite Cowboys of all time was quarterback Tony Romo. While he has gone on to become a successful broadcaster, Romo began his career as a no-name, undrafted free agent.

I was at the Cowboys’ game in 2006 when Drew Bledsoe was replaced by this up-and-comer named Tony Romo. From that moment, I have loved Tony Romo and consider him one of my favorite Cowboys ever.

I bring up Tony Romo because I believe he is one of the most overlooked and underappreciated quarterbacks in NFL history. His stats line up glowingly against other Hall of Fame Cowboy quarterbacks and compare favorably with other famous NFL quarterbacks of his day. Even with all of this, I believe Romo never gets the credit he deserves.

Had he won a Super Bowl, he’d be in the Hall of Fame. Because he didn’t, he may end up being the most disregarded quarterback of the modern era.

Go with me here …

I believe Elijah is the Tony Romo of the Bible. Before you think this sounds sacrilegious, hear me out.

Elijah is often overshadowed by other Old Testament giants like Abraham, Moses, and King David. He is far quicker to speak of New Testament leaders like Peter, John, or Paul than we are of Elijah.

Yet Elijah plays a significant role in the Bible. To prove this point, when the transfiguration took place in Matthew 17, who were the others present alongside Jesus? Only Moses and this man known as Elijah.

Elijah was a prophet of God, called to carry the message of God to the people. His life is the central figure in one of the greatest stories in all the Bible that takes place in 1 Kings 18.

All the people of Israel gathered at Mount Carmel with Elijah and the 450 prophets of the false god Baal. Through a series of events, the power of God was fully on display and Baal and his prophets were defeated, embarrassed, and ultimately killed.

It stands as one of the defining stories of God’s victory and power over the false gods of the Old Testament. Elijah is pictured as the victorious leader of God’s people in this significant moment of the history of Israel.

Elijah then experienced what all of us experience. In a real moment of exhaustion, he hits a crisis.

He had been to the highest of highs, literally on top of a mountain. Then it all seemed to come tumbling down.

King Ahab told his wicked wife Jezebel of the killing of these 450 false prophets, and this Baal-worshiping queen was not happy! She sent a message to Elijah that he was about to join these prophets in his own doom.

In a moment of exhausted desperation, Elijah “went a day’s journey into the wilderness and came and sat down under a broom tree. And he asked that he might die, saying, ‘It is enough, now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my fathers.’” (1 Kings 19:4)

This was a man who didn’t know what to do. He had served God with his life and had just experienced a major victory for the glory of God. Was this how it was going to end? Was he about to die at the hands of this evil queen?

When we’re exhausted, things don’t always make sense. That was certainly true for Elijah.

Here he is, coming off one of the greatest victories in the history of Israel. He has seen the power of God on display, prevailing over the enemies of God. Then one threat appears to make him crumble. He ends up in the wilderness asking to die.

What is happening here?

This is an exhausted man. I would go so far as to say that he was a spiritually exhausted man.

We far underestimate what spiritual, emotional, and physical exhaustion does to our souls. Elijah, even after a major victory, is completely and utterly depleted. There is no sense of confidence in the Lord, even after God showed His power over His enemies.

We’re talking about an event that would hit the Old Testament highlight reel of the most amazing displays of God’s power. You’d think it would have caused Elijah to be fearless forever! Instead, he melted into a puddle of fear.

In Out of the Cave, Chris Hodges describes the scene like this,


“After facilitating one of the greatest, most dramatic displays of divine power in Israel’s history, Elijah collapsed in terror at the thought of an adversary he had just defeated. Seemingly in a matter of hours, if not minutes, he went from the heights of prophetic confidence to the depths of suicidal despair. What happened? What shifted within that would cause him to doubt God’s power and protection, especially in the wake of such a spiritual triumph? The answer is simple, really. What goes up, often comes down. After getting all fired up, it was almost inevitable that Elijah would cave in.”[4]



Have you ever been so exhausted like this that you can’t see straight? Have you ever been on such a run that you begin to collapse and you’re the last one to notice it?

I’ve found it helpful in my life to observe my weekly rhythms and figure out when I am most susceptible to the negative effects of exhaustion.

As I mentioned briefly in a previous chapter, I am usually under the most temptation and spiritual warfare not on Sunday mornings, but on Sunday evenings. The strain and spiritual exhaustion of preaching multiple times on a Sunday often leads me to a low place just hours later.

Here’s what I’ve learned – the Sundays keep coming! Every week! All year!

After years of serving God in ministry, I’ve even learned the specific times of the year where I am more prone to physical, spiritual, and emotional exhaustion.

Around Thanksgiving, I’m in full mode and ready to go down. I’ve also noticed that same feeling around the end of April or beginning of May. Both of those moments in the year are preceded by long stretches of ministry.

Are you aware of those patterns in your life? When are you most susceptible to feelings of despair, depression, or anxiety that are really the result of exhaustion? Is it at the end of the school year? Maybe it’s near the end of a grueling quarter in your business. Is it after a holiday weekend at your in-laws?

It is a healthy process as a Christian to stop long enough to identify when you’re feeling most depleted and susceptible to temptation.

What you may not realize is that Elijah’s exhaustion wasn’t the result of just one battle. He had been on a three-year journey of trusting God and standing strong in the middle of a drought.

By the power of God, Elijah had predicted this drought and told the people that rain would not fall again except by his word. For the next three years, no rain fell in Israel.

To say it gently, he was already despised by King Ahab because of this, so much so that the king calls him a “troubler of Israel.”

Elijah had been living in a prolonged, heightened season of spiritual leadership. No one can live in that state without something eventually giving. Elijah arrived at that place. He was so low he wanted to die.

Elijah didn’t die, but he did fall asleep. God then sent an angel to personally minister to him. He baked Elijah a cake and told him to get up and eat, and then fell right back asleep.

Have you ever been that exhausted?

The angel had to come back and wake him up a second time and tell him to eat so he could regain his strength. So he got back up and ate and drank again.

This whole scene tells us a lot. Even the greatest men and women of God get worn out and need rest. Even for spiritual giants, there is no substitute for food and sleep.

I used to work for a guy who would say, “Sometimes the most spiritual thing you can do is take a nap.” Elijah woke up from his nap and began a forty-day journey toward Mount Horeb.

The forty days would serve as a season of preparation for the man of God as the Lord was about to give him new orders.

Mount Horeb is the same mountain as Sinai, so the parallels between Moses and Elijah are undeniable here. Both were leaders of Israel, called by God to shepherd and guide His people. Both would find Sinai to be a holy place where God would lay down His directions for the future of His people.

As Elijah waited for God, a powerful wind blew through, but God was not in the wind. Then an earthquake shook the mountain, but God was not in the earthquake. Next a fire raged, but God was not in the fire. Finally, a gentle whisper carrying the voice of God began to speak.

Elijah listened intently as God began to lay out the directions for who was to be anointed king in different locations, all with the intent of rooting out the worship of Baal. All this culminated in the raising up of Elisha to be the successor of Elijah.

It’s interesting that God was not found in the ways we would expect. We think of God in His power being present in mighty things like wind, fire, or an earthquake.

In the life of Elijah, God had moved much more in these ways than in the quiet.

God had supernaturally provided food from ravens at Cherith.

God had superseded natural law to give more oil than there was for Elijah, a widow, and her son.

God had continued moving mightily by using Elijah to raise a dead boy back to life, by striking fire down from Heaven to show His power over Baal, and by causing a three-year drought to end as the rain poured.

It seems as if all Elijah had seen and experienced were big, overwhelmingly powerful miracles from God. But here, God spoke gently and quietly.

He often works in ways that surprise us and at times He even works in ways that we cannot see.

Have you ever experienced this in your life? There are periods when it seems as if God is not moving, then you realize years later He was working in the entire time! The hindsight of observing God’s activity is an enlightening experience. We often build our faith by looking backward as much as forward.

It could be that God was gently shifting the mode in which He would use Elijah. Noting God’s powerful movement at Cherith, Zarephath, and Carmel, Thomas Constable writes that God “would now use Elijah in gentler, less dramatic ways.”[5]

As you look at the timeline of the rest of Elijah’s life, this seems to be the case. Although still used by God until the end, the major works of God seemingly transitioned to other hands. That is, until that whole “taken to Heaven in a fiery chariot thing.” That was still pretty amazing.

As we reflect on Elijah’s life, what can we observe that would be helpful to us? Here are two insights.

All of us face exhaustion. Whether it’s spiritual, emotional, physical, or a combination of all three, we all get worn down. None of us can escape this reality. You are not the exception. Elijah was a giant of the faith and yet even he found himself at a desperate place. You will get there at some point.

There is no substitute for rest. Elijah needed time to sleep, eat, and then sleep some more. There was a recovery process after a season of extreme output.

Jesus also models this for us. We often see Him retreating into the wilderness after a heavy day of ministry.

Rest doesn’t always mean sleep. It often means retreat. God gave us the weekly practice of Sabbath in the creation account for this very purpose. We are to work six days and rest on the seventh.

We want to believe we are Superman or Superwoman, living without limits, but those limits will find us.

How many of us are at a moment of despair of our own making? How many of us are desperate in our exhaustion because we’ve not been faithful to schedule our lives according to God’s pattern and design?




When You Don’t Know What to Do – Do This

Rest in the Lord regardless of your season

You may be in the middle of a powerful, fire-falling, Mount Carmel season. If so, run hard and enjoy seeing God do miracle after miracle.

If God has you more in a Mount Horeb season of waiting for the gentle whisper of God, listen up.

If you’re in a mode of releasing control and lifting up an Elisha in your life, be faithful in that significant task.

None of these seasons are wasted.

If you’re exhausted, get some rest and get into the presence of God.

If you don’t know what to do, let that desperation push you to seek God in a new way. Be faithful to be in church on Sundays. Get alone with God every day. Go for a drive and worship. Rest in the Lord.

I’ve found that one moment in the presence of God can change everything. It’s a place where we don’t have to do anything but experience the love of a Father who restores us like no one and nothing else can.





Discussion Questions


	Even Elijah collapsed right after his biggest win. What season in your year tends to crash you the way Thanksgiving crashes Nick?


	The angel fed Elijah twice before saying anything. Where is God currently inviting you to rest before he gives you next steps?


	The Sabbath was God’s gift. What does honoring it look like in your specific life this week?


	God spoke not in the wind, fire, or earthquake, but in a whisper. What practices help you hear the whisper?


	When was the last time you took a nap as an act of spiritual obedience?












1. “And the word of the Lord came to him: ‘Depart from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith…You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.’…And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land” (ESV). God’s strange provision during the three-year drought Elijah himself had announced, ravens delivering food daily until the brook ran dry. Read in context →



2. Elijah. Northern Israel’s most consequential prophet, active during the Ahab–Jezebel era. He called down a three-year drought, then defeated 450 prophets of Baal in a fire-from-heaven contest on Mt. Carmel. Immediately after that win he sat under a tree and asked God to let him die, the collapse that anchors Chapter 8. He never died at all: God took him to heaven in a chariot of fire, making him one of two people in Scripture (with Enoch) to skip death entirely.



3. Abraham. Patriarch of Israel, originally a Mesopotamian from the city of Ur. Around age 75 God called him to leave his country with a covenant promise to make his descendants a great nation and to bless the whole earth through them. He failed badly twice (passing his wife off as his sister to foreign kings), tried to fulfill the promise on his own through Hagar, and finally received Isaac at age 100. Paul calls every believer his ‘spiritual offspring’ (Galatians 3:29).



4. David. Israel’s second king (c. 1010–970 BC). Anointed as a teenage shepherd, killed Goliath, spent a decade as a fugitive from Saul, reigned for 40 years, and wrote roughly half the Psalms, including the lament that anchors Chapter 5. He also slept with Bathsheba, had her husband killed, and watched his family implode (2 Samuel 11–18). Yet the Bible calls him ‘a man after God’s own heart,’ largely because of how thoroughly he repented when caught.



5. Matthew 17. Read in context on BibleGateway →



6. 1 Kings 18. Read in context on BibleGateway →



7. Baal. Chief Canaanite/Phoenician deity, a storm and fertility god. The name means ‘lord’ or ‘master.’ His worship dominated the agricultural calendar of Canaan and the surrounding cultures, and was the most persistent rival to Yahweh worship throughout the Old Testament. Some Baal cults included sexual rituals and child sacrifice. Elijah’s contest at Mt. Carmel was against 450 prophets of Baal.



8. Jezebel. Phoenician princess from the trading city of Sidon, married into Israel’s royal house and brought her family’s Baal worship with her. She hunted Yahweh’s prophets, manipulated Ahab into murdering a man for his vineyard, and remained Israel’s most feared figure for decades. She died as she’d lived, thrown out a palace window by her own eunuchs, trampled by horses, and eaten by dogs in the street (2 Kings 9).



9. 1 Kings 19:4. Read in context on BibleGateway →



10. Chris Hodges. Founding pastor of Church of the Highlands in Birmingham, Alabama. Started the church in 2001; by the early 2020s it was one of the largest in the United States. Out of the Cave (2021) draws on his own experience with depression and on Elijah’s collapse under the broom tree. the passage that anchors this chapter.





CHAPTER 9: When I’m in the Middle of My Sin


Joel 2:13

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster.



I AM directionally challenged.

I always have been. I grew up with my wife that had I not met her in college; I still would be driving on those confusing Virginia highways with their complicated on and off ramps.

We have now lived for many years in the area where I grew up. To this day, I still get turned around. I veer off course, take a wrong turn, and before I know it, end up at a place I never expected to be. I never intentionally set out to end up at a different place, but one wrong turn after another and I find myself at Point C when I was trying to get to Point B.

I’ve noticed that it’s easy for our spiritual lives to fall into this same pattern. We make one sinful decision, intentionally or unintentionally. Before we know it, that one wrong action turns into the next wrong decision and it begins to snowball.

What starts as a small thing leads to a bigger thing and suddenly we find ourselves at a place we never intended to be.

How many times has sin led us to an unexpected place of pain and regret?

There is something so deceptive about sin that at first you don’t think it’s a big deal, and by the end of it you don’t know which way is up or which way is down.

It is usually in these moments when the brokenness of our sin hits us square in the face, and we don’t know what to do.

Our sin is discovered or we’ve now learned of someone we love is gone because of it. The consequences of our wrong have come to bear fruit in the form of the disaster of our sin.

A small book in the Old Testament tells us what to do when we find ourselves desperate for God to rescue us in the middle of our sin.

The Old Testament is divided into several groupings of books. Two of those are the minor and major prophets. The minor prophets are not of less importance, they’re just shorter in length.

Years ago, I preached a summer series of messages at our church on the minor prophets that I called, “Have You Read My Book?” The premise was that one day you’re going to be in Heaven, and these prophets are going to ask you one simple question about their oft neglected books – “Have you read my book?” So read their books!

One of those prophets is a guy named Joel.

He wrote the book bearing his name, but he doesn’t tell us much about himself other than he is the son of Pethuel. Several scholars believe he was from somewhere around Jerusalem, but they can’t agree on when he wrote the book.

While there is a lot we don’t know, we know all that we need to know.

If you read this little prophetic book, you will see that the theme is the “day of the Lord.” You may ask, “Nick, what is the day of the Lord?”

This phrase is referenced over twenty times in the Bible. In the Old Testament, it is regularly used in relation to judgment. In the New Testament, it refers to the coming day of wrath at the end of the seven years of tribulation. Said simply, whether you are talking Old or New Testament, the Day of the Lord is pointing to the judgment of God on sin.

We see right away in chapter one of Joel that there is a major problem. Locusts have devastated the land. It may be hard for us to understand the gravity of this, but you’ve got to imagine living in an agrarian society. If locusts devastate the crops, people don’t eat and it has drastic effects on the economy.

Joel gives us a glimpse into how bad things are going.


“The fields are destroyed, the ground mourns, because the grain is destroyed, the wine dries up, the oil languishes,” Joel writes. (Joel 1:10)



You don’t have to understand everything to know this is bad. Like, really bad. Are you getting the picture?

By verse 12, the prophet is calling the people to fast and to repent.

I find it interesting to note here that Joel saw the locusts as an instrument of God’s judgment against the people because of their sin.

We are often blind to the judgment of God in our lives. Perhaps there are things in your life going in the wrong direction, and you are failing to recognize that they are actually God’s judgment on your sin and His gracious call to return home.

There may even be things going wrong in our country that in all reality is simply the punishment of God because of our sin, and we’re missing it.

Joel continues by calling the people’s attention to the day of the Lord.


“Alas for the day!” he writes. “For the day of the LORD is near, and as destruction from the Almighty it comes.” (Joel 1:15)



Joel warns them that this day is coming. In other words, the judgment of God is already upon them and it’s about to get worse if they don’t repent.

As the story continues in chapter two, Joel describes the coming day of the Lord as a day of darkness and gloom, clouds and thick darkness, with blackness spread upon the mountains.

Scholars differ on what this warning is about. Was he warning about more locusts that would further devastate the land, or is this referencing a real army that will invade?

Either way you slice it, this is a bad situation filled with God’s judgment! (Are you still reading this chapter on God’s judgment or have you skipped to the next chapter?!?)

It is in the next few verses that we see one of the most awe-inspiring, worship-inducing moments in all the Bible. Joel looked at this sinful people and gives them a message directly from the Lord:


“‘Yet even now,’ declares the Lord, ‘return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.’ Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster.” (Joel 2:12-13)



I love how verse twelve begins with this encouragement, “Yet even now.” Even in the middle of judgment. Even in the middle of your sin. God has a way for you to get right with God and escape His judgment.

I wonder how many of you are reading this and are being called to an “even now” moment with God.

I often preach about this kind of moment at the church I pastor. I will walk to the edge of the stage as I describe this principle as if it is a cliff that people are about to fall off into major sin.

No one ever just wakes up, presses the gas pedal, and drives right off the cliff. It is small compromise by small compromise. It’s one little sin after another. Before you know it, you’re at the edge of the cliff … or worse, you’re at the bottom looking up.

Maybe you are teetering on the edge of major sin, and God is giving you one more chance.

Maybe you’ve been living in outright apathy toward God, and He’s giving you one more chance.

Maybe you’re already experiencing the judgment of God in your life because of sin, but you know it’s about to go to the next level and He’s calling you back.

Could it be that God is giving you an “even now” moment as you read this chapter?

If so and if you’re wondering how you come back to God, take a peek back at verse 12. Joel writes it this way: “Return to me with all your heart.”

What does it mean to return to God? It means repentance. I’m going one way, and I turn the other way. Repentance literally means “a change of mind.” I’m going one way, and I change my mind and go the other way. I don’t want to live for sin or myself any longer, so I turn away from that and turn to God.

Is God calling you to a moment of repentance right now?

Let me ask you a big question from the Bible. This is one new believers often must wrestle with in their mind and settle before they can move forward in their walk with Jesus.

Why does God inflict judgment upon us?

Have you ever wondered about that? Why would God do something that on the surface seems so unloving? Why does God use judgment upon His own people? Why does God use judgment in my life? Why does God put us through moments of discipline and pruning? Why does God allow this?

He does it to get us to a place of repentance. Robert Chisholm writes it this way, “Repentance is the desired outcome of God’s judgment.”[6]

You may think it’s weird for me to say this, but in a way, the judgment of God is really the grace of God in your life. It is God saying, “Be done with that! Come back home!”

Is God giving you a taste of judgment so you will see the error of your ways and turn back to Him? Is this story for you? Is this grace for you, right now?

Joel goes on to say the people of Judah were to return to God with fasting, mourning, and weeping. These are all exterior actions. People will notice when you don’t eat. They will notice when you are weeping and mourning over something.

At this moment, Joel points the people beyond the surface. They were to fast, to mourn, and to pray, but most importantly, he told them to “rend your hearts and not your garments.”

To rend means to tear something. Why was Joel telling the people of God to tear their hearts instead of their garments? He was using spiritual language to make sure they were doing the real internal heart work and not just the surface level stuff.

It’s much easier to do the surface-level stuff than the internal stuff. It’s easier to look godly than to be godly. It’s easier to talk about killing sin than to actually kill sin in your life.

Joel told the people that God was calling them to change on the inside and not just show the external signs of turning to God.

In the ancient world, it was common for people to tear their clothes in an outward display of grief. This would even happen when someone was giving an outward display of repentance.

Joel warned them to make sure their repentance, their act of returning to God, was more than just surface-level actions for other people to see. He wanted them to do the hard, genuine heart work. In other words, don’t just tear your cloak, but allow God to tear your heart.

Here’s what that level of returning to God really looks like: Repentance is an internal work that results in external humility.

How do you know when you’ve really repented? How do you know when you’re really returning to God for all the right reasons, not just in an outward show for others?

If humility is the result, you can almost bank on the fact that your repentance is real. If your repentance is about humbling yourself and lifting up a forgiving and grace-filled God, that’s a great sign.

How do you know when it’s not genuine? When you’re more concerned with what people think than what God thinks, that’s a sure sign you’ve not really repented. When you’re more driven by people’s opinion than God’s opinion, you’ve not really turned to the Lord.

Joel continues with a life-changing description of who these people were to return to: “Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster.” (Joel 2:13)

Read that again and read it slowly.

Return to the Lord your God …

For he is gracious …

And merciful, …

Slow to anger, …

And abounding in steadfast love; …

And he relents over disaster.

Our God is gracious. He is not harsh. He is known for mercy, not for condemnation. He does not have a quick temper with his hand on the trigger of judgment. He is slow to anger. He is not short on love; His hand abounds in a love that lasts. He is known for holding back disaster by the multitude of His mercies.

If the people of Judah didn’t get it the first time, they were told a second time. You are away from the Lord, there is a separation between you two, and you need to return to the Lord your God.

Here the Bible gives us a clear definition of what God is. Does He scream at us? No! Does He shame us? No!

Again, God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. This is a familiar and repeated phrase about who God is. In fact, nine different times the Old Testament describes God with these four characteristics.

If God says something once, it’s worth believing with every ounce of who you are. If God says something nine times, then how much more can we bank our lives on this truth. Y’all… I’d bet the farm on it!

I find it interesting that Joel referenced God as having these characteristics, and that God was displaying them in this context of when you return to Him during your sin.

We need these words. We need this because we don’t think God wants us to return when we’re in sin.

Think about this … God is gracious, He is merciful, not merciless. He is slow to anger, not quick to anger. He is abounding in steadfast love, not lacking love.

If you’re hesitant to return to God because you fear His response, let the Word of God encourage you to come home to the wide-open arms of the Father.

God never turns away a repentant sinner.

Never.

In case you missed it, Joel adds one more thing about God that other passages don’t normally mention. The Bible says “…and he relents over disaster.”

What in the world does that mean? It means He withholds judgment we deserve. In other words, we don’t get what we should have gotten. What gracious love of the Father. In the middle of our sin, when we return to Him, He withholds the judgment we deserve.

Is this not the Gospel story? Jesus Christ took the judgment each one of us deserves, placed it upon Himself on the cross, and willingly became our substitute.

Not only did He withhold the judgment, but He placed it on Himself. This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ shared through the book of Joel.




When You Don’t Know What to Do – Do This

Return to the Lord

Maybe you’re a Christian who finds yourself deep in sin. You’re not sure exactly how you even ended up as far away from the Lord as you are, and you’re not sure how to find a way out of the pit that you have dug for yourself.

I want to encourage you to return to the Lord right now.

Not tomorrow.

Not after you’ve made some changes.

Not when you feel worthy.

Right now. This very minute.

How? With a truly repentant heart, just pray something like this:

Lord, I’m turning back to you. I’m so sorry for the sin that I’ve been involved in. I’m repenting right now, not just externally, but a real repentance of the heart. I’m grieved over where my sin has taken me, and I’m ready to come home. Would you forgive me and restore that fellowship with You? I need to sense your presence and touch in my life. I need to hear your voice again. I’m coming back to you.





Discussion Questions


	The “even now” of Joel 2:12, where do you most need to hear that today?


	Rend your hearts, not your garments. What’s a piece of performative repentance you’ve engaged in that didn’t change anything? What would real heart-rending look like?


	The judgment of God is often the grace of God in disguise. Where might God be using a hard providence to invite you home?


	Joel describes God in four words: gracious, merciful, slow to anger, abounding in love. Which one do you most need to believe about God right now?


	Is there a confession, to God, or to another person, that you’ve been delaying? What’s the cost of delaying it another week?












1. Joel. Minor prophet whose three short chapters use a locust plague as a window into the ‘Day of the LORD.’ We know almost nothing about him personally, just his father’s name (Pethuel). Scholars argue about when he lived: proposals span the 9th century BC down to the 4th. His central verse (2:13). ‘rend your hearts and not your garments’, became one of the most quoted appeals to genuine repentance in the Bible.



2. Day of the Lord. A recurring biblical theme of decisive divine intervention, sometimes through judgment, sometimes through deliverance, often both at once. The Old Testament prophets used it to describe near-term events (local invasions, locust plagues) and a final cosmic reckoning at history’s end. The New Testament collapses both meanings into Christ’s second coming. The repeated rhetorical move: ‘this near-term disaster is a preview of the bigger one, get ready.’



3. Joel 1:10. Read in context on BibleGateway →



4. Joel 1:15. Read in context on BibleGateway →



5. Joel 2:12-13. Read in context on BibleGateway →



6. Repentance. From Greek metanoia, literally ‘change of mind’, but biblically much more than admitting fault. It’s a 180-degree turn: away from sin, toward God. Joel’s image (2:13) of ‘rending the heart, not the garments’ captures the difference between performative regret and the real thing. Performative repentance is feeling bad; biblical repentance is changing direction. The test is what you do tomorrow.



7. “Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster” (ESV). This four-part description of God’s character appears nine times across the Old Testament, and originates from God’s self-revelation to Moses at Sinai (Exodus 34:6–7). Read in context →



8. Joel 2:12. Read in context on BibleGateway →





CHAPTER 10: When I’m Asking God to Save


Luke 5:18-20 And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus.



I HAVE A FRIEND who used to pastor a downtown church in a major city. He regularly ministered to all kinds of people, including some who were hooked on drugs.

One Wednesday evening, a sweaty man with his hands tucked inside the trench coat he wore snuck past security and found his way to the office of the pastor. As my friend sat at his desk preparing for a sermon, the disheveled man looked at the pastor and said, “I don’t want to do this.”

You may wonder how you would have responded. You hear about that whole fight or flight response thing in the middle of crazy situations like this. That’s exactly what happened with my friend.

In pure survival-mode, he jumped on his desk and leaped at the man in his doorway, not knowing if he had a gun or knife in the coat. At that moment, someone yelled from down the hall, “There’s a man in the church!” to which my friend replied, “He’s in here!”

They were able to secure the man, who ended up simply having a broken iPad in his coat. The poor guy was so drugged up he didn’t even realize what he was doing.

Chances are you’ve never had something like that happen to you, but we’ve all had those stomach-dropping moments when we felt like our life was in danger.

Maybe you had to swerve in the middle of traffic to avoid getting hit by another car, slipped while hiking near a cliff, or almost died while teaching your teenager to drive in the Walmart parking lot.

With heroism abandon, my friend was willing to break through any and every obstacle to save his life. We all have this innate sense within us to keep on living.

It’s why we gasped for air and fought to rise out of the water after being dunked at that middle school swim party. It’s why people survive horrific events like living in a concentration camp in the middle of the Holocaust.

The human body is built to fight against anything and everything that would bring about death. As much as we are built to survive, the statistics are overwhelming … everybody dies.

The Bible speaks a lot about eternity. In fact, it speaks in a very black and white way about where people go after they die.

All of us are born with what is called a sin nature. This means that we naturally choose the wrong thing. We have a bent toward sin. Because of this sin, there is a separation between us and God.

We can’t be who God wants us to be. We can’t be in a relationship with God, all because of this thing called sin. The Bible speaks with clarity that those who have never submitted their life to Jesus and been saved will spend eternity in this separation in a place called Hell.

This brutal reality sets the stage for why Jesus came. He came and lived a perfect life, something that we could never have done. The Bible describes Jesus taking our place on the cross, something theologians call “substitutionary atonement.” On the cross, Jesus became our substitute, providing an atonement, or covering for our sin. In short, we are saved by what Jesus has done for us, not by all the good things we try to do for Him.

We enter this salvation by repentance, which, as I pointed out previously, simply means a change of mind. I was headed in one direction, but after hearing what Jesus has done for me, I’m going to go in the other direction. I don’t want to live for sin any longer but want to submit my life to Jesus and follow Him.

It is only by placing our faith in Jesus Christ and what He’s done for us on the cross that we can be truly saved. Salvation is rejecting any sense of being able to save ourselves and simply casting ourselves on the mercy of Jesus and His cross.

So as important as staying alive physically is, being alive spiritually is even more important. This is why the apostle Paul said, “To live is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21)

Heaven is greater than earth, so we want to take as many people with us to Heaven as possible. As Christians, no matter our context, our whole life is to be about making “disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).

In simple terms, we find ourselves at a position of being desperate for God to save people. We can’t save them and they can’t save themselves.

Perhaps you know people who are not saved, meaning they have never submitted and surrendered their life to Jesus. The greatest thing you could ever do for them is to share the good news of Jesus with them and trust Him for their salvation.

Maybe you’re desperate for God to save someone you know. Maybe you have a son or daughter who knows the gospel but has never surrendered to Christ. Perhaps it’s a co-worker or person at your school who you know would spend eternity in Hell if they died today.

If a person’s spiritual salvation is really the most important thing in life and in death, then it should drive us to our knees in desperation for God to move as only He can.

This is exactly the position a group of men in the Bible found themselves. The gospel of Luke records a story about some guys who were desperate for God to move in the life of a friend who was paralyzed.

At the age of thirty, Luke tells us that Jesus began His formal ministry and almost immediately He cast a demon out of a man and healed many others in Capernaum. He even healed Peter’s mother-in-law. I wonder if Peter was happy about that (I’m kidding).

He also healed a leper, and before you know it, great crowds were coming to Him to be healed. His reputation as a healer spread quickly, setting the scene for something that on the surface appears to be another example of physical healing. A further look shows that this story is really about a deeper healing… a healing of the soul.

Word had spread that this Jesus was not only a healer, but quite the teacher. Pharisees and scribes from the surrounding region had come to Jesus and were listening to Him teach in a packed out place.

The group of men, meanwhile, were desperate to get their paralyzed friend to this healer. Finding no way to get in, they climbed on the roof, began moving ceiling tiles to create a hole, and slowly lowered their paralytic friend down in front of Jesus.

Because this is such a well-known story, we sometimes miss the gravity and hilarity of the scene. Jesus was teaching and things began to fall on the ceiling. Dust began to fill the room. The teacher had to stop speaking and address the unusual situation in the room.

The Bible says that when Jesus, “saw their faith, he said, ‘Man, your sins are forgiven you.’” (Luke 5:20)

“Their” faith no doubt included the paralyzed man, since no one can be forgiven without personal faith. It is worth pointing out that before Jesus dealt with his physical healing, He dealt with his spiritual healing. He went straight to the heart of the real problem, which was a problem of the heart. This man came for a healing of the body, but he really needed to be saved from his sin.

The religious leaders understood what had happened because they cried foul right away. They thought, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” (Luke 5:21) They were rightly connecting the dots that only God can forgive sins.

By stating that He was forgiving this man of his sins, Jesus was making a clear, public claim of His divinity. Jesus was saying, “I am God!”

He then explained to the gathered assembly,


“Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk?’ But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” – he said to the man who was paralyzed – “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.” And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been lying on and went home, glorifying God. And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.” (Luke 5:23-26)



In my opinion, we should read this and put the physical healing in the background of this man’s spiritual healing. That is the point of the story.

We learn quite a bit about evangelism from this story. To evangelize means to share one’s faith, the story of Jesus, with someone else with the intent of leading them to also embrace this faith. With that in mind, this group of men teach us at least two things:

It is often through the influence of a family member or friend that a person comes to faith in Christ. Yes, there are those stories of someone watching a sermon on television or getting saved alone in a hotel room while reading a Bible. But far more often, people come to Christ on the arm of a trusted person in their life.

We should be willing to do whatever it takes to introduce people to Jesus. In this instance, the men were willing to climb on top of a roof and tear a hole in it to get their friend to Jesus. Are we willing to count the cost for what it might take for us?

One of the ministers on our staff spent a career working for St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. It is a hospital for kids with cancer where parents can find help for their children without having to pay for the cost of treatment. This man spent most of his adult life fundraising to provide cures for childhood cancer. I think we would all agree that is a worthy cause.

Toward the end of his career, a spiritual realization gripped his soul.

“Nick, I realized that we were helping heal these kids from cancer, which was an amazing thing,” he told me. “But each one of these kids was still going to die at some point in their life.”

That recognition caused him to decide to spend the second half of his career devoted to ministry. He now leads our compassion ministry which is feeding thousands of people while also introducing them to the Bread of Life.

While you may not take a similar step to surrender to full-time vocational ministry, I believe this story should push you to desperation for God to save the souls of the people within your sphere of influence.

Maybe you are at a place of not knowing what to do with your lost friends and family members. Let this desperation cause your face to hit the floor, begging the Holy Spirit to do the work that only He can do.

This desperation should push us to take drastic actions like these men who were passionate about helping another man get to Jesus. Are you willing to get desperate for God to save the souls of the people you love?

If you’ve never personally surrendered your life to Christ, I want to encourage you to do that right now.

It doesn’t matter where you are, God can save you. You may not be in church or even have anyone in the room with you. If you know you’re in sin, have never repented of a life lived for yourself, and you’re ready to turn your life over to Jesus today, I want you to say a simple prayer like this to God.

Dear Jesus, I know that I have sinned against you. I know that I have lived for myself and for my own way. But today, I want to turn to you. I repent of the sin that I’ve committed. Today, I’m putting my trust in what You have done for me on the cross. I believe that You died for me and three days later rose from the grave. Would you forgive me of my sin? In the best way that I know how, I give my life to you. Amen.

If you just prayed to receive Christ, I want you to know your sins are forgiven. God has applied the righteousness of Christ to your account.

I want to encourage you to tell a Christian friend or family member. If you don’t know anyone, find a Christian in your town. Join a church that believes the Bible and preaches it weekly. Commit your life to living in the way of Jesus with others in your church.

If you do that, I promise you’ll turn around one year from now and be amazed at how much God has changed you in that short window of time.




When You Don’t Know What to Do – Do This

Share the Gospel

You have no idea how God wants to use you to bring people to faith in Christ.

Could it be that you are the very person God has placed in your family, in your school, in your neighborhood, or at your workplace to share the gospel with others?

People in your life should notice a difference in you. They should be able to point to your work ethic, integrity, and love for others as a distinguishing mark. Tell them why you are different!

When you don’t know what to do or what to say, just tell people the simple gospel – God loves them, sent Jesus to die on the cross for them, and is ready to forgive and change them if they will repent and believe.

Ask the Holy Spirit to give you an opportunity in the coming days to share the good news with someone. He is the One who can open their hearts, so lean in with desperation and see how God wants to use you!





Discussion Questions


	Who in your life is the friend on the mat? What roof are you willing to tear through?


	The men carrying the paralytic refused to give up. What would “refusing to give up” look like for your specific lost friend?


	If salvation is the most important thing in life and death, does your actual prayer life reflect that priority?


	When was the last time you shared your faith, really shared it, not just lived a quiet example? Why has it been so long, if so?


	Who is one person you’ll commit to pray for daily over the next 30 days, that God would save them?












1. “And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed…they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus…he said, ‘Man, your sins are forgiven you’” (ESV). The friends who dug through the roof, and Jesus’ surprising pivot from healing the body to forgiving the soul. Read in context →



2. Substitutionary atonement. The doctrine that on the cross, Jesus took the place of sinners and absorbed the penalty their sins deserved. He didn’t just set a good example or demonstrate God’s love; he stood in for guilty people, with eternal stakes. The image traces to Isaiah 53 (‘the punishment that brought us peace was on him’) and is sealed by 1 Peter 2:24 (‘he himself bore our sins in his body on the tree’). The dominant view of the cross in evangelical theology.



3. Repentance. From Greek metanoia, literally ‘change of mind’, but biblically much more than admitting fault. It’s a 180-degree turn: away from sin, toward God. Joel’s image (2:13) of ‘rending the heart, not the garments’ captures the difference between performative regret and the real thing. Performative repentance is feeling bad; biblical repentance is changing direction. The test is what you do tomorrow.



4. “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (ESV). Written from prison in Rome, where Paul was weighing his options literally: execution or release. He concluded he was content with either. Context →



5. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (ESV). The Great Commission, given by the risen Jesus on a Galilean mountain just before his ascension. Read full passage →



6. Pharisees. Jewish religious party of the Second Temple period, focused on strict observance of the Law and the oral tradition built around it. They were the most popular religious movement of Jesus’ day and frequently clash with him in the Gospels, usually over their elevation of tradition above the heart of the Law. Many were sincere; Paul came from their ranks (Philippians 3:5).



7. Luke 5:20. Read in context on BibleGateway →



8. Luke 5:21. Read in context on BibleGateway →



9. Luke 5:23-26. Read in context on BibleGateway →





CONCLUSION

BOTH MY PARENTS are Native Texans. If you wonder why that’s a big deal, you just don’t understand Texas. I was raised to love the Cowboys, Tex-Mex, and bluebonnets.

We often took family vacations to Texas, and over the years we visited a variety of theme parks that had crazy roller coasters with names such as “The Texas Giant” and “The Rattler.” (Please read those names out loud with a deep, Texas twang).

I remember riding the Texas Giant at Six Flags in Arlington and thinking to myself, “This is not fun.” This was the tallest wood roller coaster on the surface of the Earth. It once was the tallest wood coaster in the world, and it was so intense and shook my young body with such aggression that I couldn’t wait to get off it. I just had to hold on and wait for the end.

Sadly, this is how many Christians live.

Life is jolting you violently and taking you up and down in such an intense manner that you’re miserable. You don’t know what to do, and you’re not sure what’s coming next. You begin to treat life just like a roller coaster – you grip the seat in front of you, close your eyes, and long for the end.

God has more for your life than just hanging on and longing for Heaven. He is ready to meet you in your place of suffering and uncertainty.

This is why desperation for God is so key in the life of a believer. Desperation doesn’t mean you’ll get clarity. It doesn’t mean you’ll get the answers you think you need or the results you want. But it does place you in a position to experience the presence and work of God in more ways than you can imagine.

You may be finishing this book realizing that you still don’t know what to do in your situation or in your season of life. That may be a discouraging thing for you to grasp. What I want you to realize is that clarity is not the answer to your problems. What you need is not a clear picture of how your life will turn out, but a clear view of God.

The reality is, if God showed you how certain situations in your life were going to play out, it would not bring peace at all! It would bring more worry because you would begin to ask more questions that would only bring more uncertainty.

This is why desperation for God is more important than you knowing the future.

Let me forecast the rest of your life for you. There will be good times and bad. Times of rejoicing and grief. The very nature of life is to take you up and down and all around like those roller coasters.

Throughout the Bible, God met people at the point of their desperation. It’s easy to look at the people in the Scriptures who witnessed miracles and experienced powerful moments with God and wish we could have those same experiences.

Here’s what you’ll find – those people got desperate for God. What did they get in their desperation? God!

They got His presence.

They got His touch.

They got His healing.

They got His power.

They got Him!

This kind of intimacy with God is available to you. But you’ve got to get desperate. Join me in the journey of living a life desperate for God for the remainder of your days!
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[a] Jon Tyson and James MacDonald

[b] I am not speaking about criminal activity. God has put authorities in place where you can report illegal and criminal activity. These are instruments of God’s justice while on earth.
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